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CHARACTERISTIC BIRDS THE DAKOTA PRAIRIES 
THE OPEN GRASSLAND 


FLORENCE BAILEY 


NORTHERN PACIFIC carried the dead the old 
bed Lake Agassiz and then over the North Dakota couteau whose gen- 
tle morainal swells were left the ice sheet. The bigness the great open 
prairies slowly sinks into your consciousness hour after hour you look out upon 
grain fields interrupted only long intervals farm house, way station 
made conspicuous tall grain elevators. 

looked from the car windows eagerly scanned the small sloughs, 
enticing little Dakota sloughs, small ponds saucer-like depressions the prai- 
rie, around which many the prairie birds nest; but though saw ducks sit- 
ting the water and handsome Yellow-headed Blackbirds and fascinating Black 
Terns flying about, the train passed too rapidly for the recognition many spe- 
cies. 
Beating low over the fields was one bird whose identity could not ques- 
tioned, the Short-eared Owl, bird the prairie region. the 
anomalous day-hunting owls experience had been limited the Burrowing. 
How longed see flammeus! first sight one had been the other side 
the Minnesota line when, fence post, tall bird standing half round shoul- 
deredly peering suddenly broke away, flapping off wide brown wings. 
What bird-lover does not know the thrill such moment! Here was the Short- 
eared last! owl with big round head and slowly flapping wings bound not 
for dense woods but for the big bare prairie; owl that seems first blush 
much target eagle flying freely about the day time, making its nest 
and rearing its family safely the open! Eloquent commentary the great 
prairie! 

nest this Flat-faced Owl, called locally, was later reported 
one the big wheat farms bordering Stump Lake. was said ‘‘in the 


- 


‘ 


wheat, near the first dead furrow,’’ location that sounded 

sufficiently definite until drove over investigate. Five people all proved 

the wisdom the owl’s selection nesting site. was the first nest the 

farmer had ever heard the wheat, but its proximity the lane the dead 

furrow made seem possible, and the wheat had not attained its full growth 
when the nest was reported have two eggs—on June 19—the close level-topped 

stand grain had risen around the nest with its increasing need for protection. 
old owl who was presumably interested the nest was seen hunting over the 
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brushy shore flats high noon, before there were impatient young call for 
such un-owl-like and when the men were tramping the dead fur- 
row sundown, flammeus hunting over the undulations the grassy prairie 

turned back and flying in, lit the ground and stood solemnly gazing the 
exploring party. 

Later the season (July and 1912), between Stump Lake and Devil’s 
Lake, saw number Short-eared Owls flying about freely the daytime. 
dark-colored young one flying low over the ground the strong morning light 
was apparently doing its own hunting, but family grown young another 
place was sitting around stone piles waiting fed. One the old 

light-colored hunters whom saw beating over the ground, watched made 
suggestive pounce, stretching forward drolly sliding base. Another 
flammeus whose premises ate camp supper perched spectacularly top 
telephone pole watching for some time, but finally flew out over the fields 


get its own supper. 
While the owls were easily recognized quite distance, when pin-heads 
the big prairie they had distinguished from Marsh Hawks; for, 


while few families owls might seen twenty-mile drive across the prai- 
rie, Marsh Hawks were seen frequently that seemed their territories 

must sometimes overlap. 

While Asio and Circus were landscape features, two the largest, most 

characteristic, and perhaps generally distributed birds the prairie region, the 


Prairie Hen and Sharp-tailed Grouse, were rarely seen unless some lucky acci- 
dent they were flushed from cover—a sore disappointment me, for the thought 
being among them had been one the strongest allurements journey 
North Dakota. 
What bird student, out their range, has not looked upon the pictures and 
museum groups Prairie Hen dances with rapt wonder and dreamed fondly 
witnessing them some day for himself? were too late for the dances North 
Dakota, but our way north had one memorable experience Minnesota. 
are the Prairie Hens crowing!’’ the men would interrupt themselves 
exclaim over what seemed unaccustomed ears only faint squeaky: sounds 
and hint low booming. the birds are their best the early morning, 
were called 4:30 with urgent, ‘‘The Prairie Hens are crowing 
and were soon driving between meadows white with dew, drinking the cold 
invigorating air, mountain air compared with what had escaped from. Keep- 
ing our field glasses ready sweep every plowed field that came sight and 
our ears strained for the low occasional booming, turned corner after corner 
the direction the sound till suddenly the horses were reined with the 
exclamation, ‘‘There are two hens!’’ 
The female was walking about demurely, but the male—was there ever such 
figure? gazed spellbound, the cocks the National Museum group 
rose before me. was their exact pose—body hanging head down, tail cocked 


_ 
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over back, neck pouches inflated like oranges, long black neck tufts projected 
beyond the yellow pouches. Joyful moment actually see them the flesh! 
Nondescript calls, strange cackles, together with muffled booming that sounded 
little louder than did mile across the farms, came from the cock strutting 
back and forth across the hilltop. The female, looking the distance like 
ordinary hen, shadowed the background, giving point the perform- 
and the conduct the two cocks, for second had come over the hill and 
the two flew each other, hopping into the their excite- 
ment. 

another knoll third cock appeared, and strutted around booming and 
crowing ostentatiously, compellingly, that could but discover the cause— 
demure, indifferent hen picking around the corner the field below. 
Though saw but five birds, the farmer who owned the hill told that there 
were many dozen that frequented it. 

Ten days later when driving with farmer North Dakota—driving the 
free western way over fields pitted with badger holes one moment and through 
silver-leaf bushes the horse’s head the next—a Prairie Hen sprang from 
before the horse’s feet and with white outer tail feathers conspicuous sailed low 
over the grass for few yards, then lit and ran with dragging wings and van- 
ished. got out and hunted around till flushed her from some low bushes, 
when she flew with kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk. The farmer going back 
the spot from which she had first risen called me, for shrill piping voices were 
coming from invisible chicks the grass. the alarming sound human 
voices, however, the well-trained brood fell silent and had leave them undis- 
covered. 

After that most the ‘‘Prairie Chickens’’ saw North Dakota were 
Sharp-tailed Grouse! When the big birds whirr from under your feet, the 
projecting tail feathers are great help identification and might well deter 
the broods from following after strange mothers, seemed when parent 
each species flew beside our road, one them trailing large family 
young. 

had several interesting encounters with One day, when im- 
pelled answer the call the prairie spite the heat that was rousing sore 
complaints the farm, headed for small clump cottonwoods that suggested 
good nesting sites. The three farm dogs reached the trees before flushing 
grouse with pointed tail which flew with beat and soar, several beats and soar, 
uttering low guttural stepped from the hot sun into 
the shade the cottonwood thicket, the little trees rustled hard with the prairie 
wind, fanning out coolness, and the dogs made bolt for the inside the clump 
where they lay with tongues out and sides beating. The old Grouse had shown 
excellent judgment hot summer day. 

few mornings later (July 3), the farmer came and asked wanted 
see some Prairie Chickens, that being the general term for the two forms 
grouse. had seen old hen and her brood the potato patch. 
walked slowly down between the rows potatoes, small yellowish brown chicks 
which like young turkeys, one with suggestion crest, flew from almost 
under our feet. Farther on, the mother started out from cover and crouching 
over like hunter ‘making sneak’, ran with swinging gait down the furrows. 
When pressed she flew wide angle from the young, all headed for 
the strip woods the foot the hill. 

this point the farmer returned the house, but walked slowly and 
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quietly down the potato patch toward the woods which supposed the old 
grouse was hiding. Near the foot the patch, mowed strip between and 
the woods, surprise pointed head, and long neck, and then mottled 
body appeared. Had the old grouse seen the retreating farmer and failing 
discriminate between one and two, inferred that the coast was clear and come out 
the woods gather her brood? discovering she made curved flight, 
with pointed tail showing, swinging around into the woods which she was 
followed one her young. After interval during which sat silently 
the shadow the woods the old grouse flew back across the width the field 
the place from which had first flushed her and where she had probably been 
engaged the useful occupation eating potato-bugs. 

The young were calling the woods behind me, and before long, bursting 
out over head, little yellowish brown form crossed over the potato patch 
the direction the mother had taken. But its short wings were unequal her 
long flight and soon soared down, though after rest again started her 
direction. second young one essayed follow, but too timid, circled back 
cover once more. Small voices came from the woods behind and both sides 
growing closer till soft little look down. 
About yard away, the edge the broken ground stood yellowish nestling 
streaked and spotted with black and white, wisps down blowing about its head 
and body. Stretching its long neck till looked tip-toe gazed the 
direction its mother and brother had taken. Its bit tail jerked whistled, 
its bill opening for the first syllable—whee—and staying open for the aye-ee. 

Three more young flew out the woods while waited, but dropped into 
the corn field beside the potato patch. One them ran timorously between 
two rows, squatting down under some friendly corn blades; but the cover 
was thin that the little fellow’s dark showed. Kingbirds, gulls, 
Sparrow Hawk, and Marsh Hawk flew over. Richardson ground squirrel 
that ventured out wisely scooted across the field and then sat picket-pin 
style looking for danger. one knew who might come next. the well- 
trained little grouse lay close. 

Other families young were soon abroad the land. When driving 
between Red Willow and Devil’s Lake July and scared number 
quarter-grown broods, pretty little striped stubby-tailed chicks. Sometimes 
the mother burst out cover, ostentatiously soaring off the opposite 
tion from her young; once she ran enticingly along the road ahead us, and 
once walked slowly and deliberately over the winrows hay the road, her 
sharp tail pointed up, while least eleven young scattered out different 
directions. 

Another day not far from Red Willow Lake, Mr. Bailey driving over the 
prairie came onto old grouse with large family little chicks. While the 
chicks with melted into the grass, the old grouse began painful flut- 
tering and flopping and tumbling the ground just front the horses. 
The shepherd dog the rear the wagon bolted past the brood and thought 
that almost the old bird who flopped and sputtered just beyond his 
nose till was well for the chase, when she led him the top the 
farthest ridge, nearly mile away. She then soared off wide circle and 
later, the dog, panting and exhausted, caught with the wagon quarter 
mile from where had started, the old grouse back her hiding 
brood. 

summer the grouse have abundant food, and winter they are said 
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gather along the woods and thickets wild rose, silverberry, and thornapple, 
eat the haws and berries. The straw stacks left unburned the wheat 
fields may also afford them some food, but severe weather the need addi- 
tional supplies may well felt. This need was recognized one winter 
farmer who, though having the reputation being ‘‘the meanest man the 
granary the woods because ‘‘could sleep better knew the chickens 
had something the winter proved the worst years had good 
reason rest better for his Samaritan act. Since then, were told, the 
postal authorities have authorized the rural route mail-carriers distribute 
supplied them whether individuals the Fish and Game Commis- 
sion the state. 

Another characteristic bird the prairies which saw all too little 
was the Upland Plover. One parent whom passed when driving stood high 
the prairie grass looking while just the head its young one showed 
above the grass. Another plover surprised me, standing not the ground but 
top telephone pole, its round head and trim body mounted high its 
long legs—true wader meadows! ‘On another day guarding parent ap- 
peared the blue sky ahead drove slowly long slope. Down 
came toward us, its long wings the down stroke giving curious wish- 
bone figure. Down came, though not concerned with proved, for, 
passing by, took wide sky circle fluttering wings—while Marsh Hawk 
heedless its secret went serenely its way looking for meadow mice. When 
the plover’s liquid note heard the big birds come out the sky drop 
earth, they give rare thrill pleasure. How much more were one fortun- 
ate enough hear all their notes and watch their fascinating maneuvers. 
Lovely birds! They well with the big clean prairie—dividing their time 
between earth and sky. 

Among the kindred spirits the plains are the Longspurs, noted for 
their flight song, birds that had looked forward most eagerly see- 
ing North Dakota. But here again was sorely disappointed for reached 
only the eastern edge their present range. The few Chestnut-collars 
saw were the old level valley the Sheyenne River, were most the 
Horned Larks seen during the summer. The Longspurs were disappoint- 
ment when found, striking birds perching fences, showing their black chests, 
running along the road ahead the horses showing their chestnut napes, 
best all springing from the grass into the air sing fluttering wings 
their bright charming song suggestive the jubilations the Bobolink. How 
made you want stay and watch them! Longspurs and Lark Buntings! 
Lucky the ornithologist who can visit their breeding grounds. The 
like the Burrowing Owl, have been driven out the breaking the prairie, 
said, which would explain their absence the wheat belt where spent 
the summer; for wheat and flax fields have restricted the prairie mainly 
few hillsides and grassed-over sloughs. 

these prairie islands the Bobolinks still find choice nesting 
grounds, spots peculiar interest you are new prairies. From the top 
one the low swells you look down great stretches bluish green wheat 
with only round sunken islets waving prairie grass. The unheaded wheat 
stands immobile its sturdy stalks, but the long slender-stemmed prairie 
grass bows with every breath the breeze—wavelets chase each other over 
the surface—and you walk through the slough the sensitive grass sways and 
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waves and bows about you, the sheen the sun its bent stems. Then there 
are the prairie flowers the hill-sides! Black-eyed susans, purple cone flow- 
ers, variety locos hiding their poison under soft pinks and lavenders, slen- 
der stems hung with drooping blue bells, patches white anemones, and best 
all, the beautiful red prairie lily, prairie cousin the tiger lily. these 
wild gardens Robert Lincoln raises his brood. But must about it, for 
while the grain still standing the grass ripens and his family must ready 
fly before the mower. even the sloughs are mowed, hay scarce. 
singular effect produced mowed circles big wheat fields. Before 
the mower comes, the Bobolink must put his brown traveling suit. The 
last July blackcoats were evidence, but large flocks brown ones 
were seen rising from the fields with the unmistakable Bobolink klink. 

few black-coated Lark Buntings were seen before moulting time the 
Sheyenne River valley, the only ones met with all summer, found the same 
day and near the same part the valley the Longspurs. Rare birds the 
eastern edge their range that, like the low forms sagebrush the van- 
guard, fill the mind with rich western memories. Calamospiza had been 
mind all day, and drove along near nightfall suddenly came the 
little band four. Never had Buntings looked handsome, their coats never 
jet black, their wing-patches never snowy. Happy moment! Well may 
remembered with all its setting; for that was worthy one, the slanting 
sunset light vivifying the green the combed wheat fields, warming their yel- 
low straw stacks, glowing softly over the smooth dimpled prairie hills the 
background. 

Sunset comes late and sunrise early that country high latitudes 
that the birds must either have abnormally long days, take long noonday naps, 
or, like Stevenson’s children and all good North Dakota farmers, ‘‘go bed 
day’’; for the longest June days the sunset glow lasted till ten o’clock 
and was daylight again between three and four, the birds beginning sing 
promptly were time get up. Owls and Nighthawks might well 
have hunt day! The few Nighthawks saw the day time were perch- 
ing fence posts telegraph poles from which was easy make aerial 
sallies. 

Besides these more notable birds the open grassland, there were the 
minor songsters the prairie. The humble voices the Savannah and Grass- 
hopper sparrows often rose from the weeds and fences passed, and the 
thin tinkle the Horned Lark was also sometimes heard from the broken 
ground. Minor songsters, surely, but even philosophers sometimes find hard 
make such cheerful noise the world. 

Kingbirds undeniably come the minor songsters, but their 
cheerful noise often vituperative. this may, you drive across 
the prairie, they—and there are two forms them, the Eastern and the Arkan- 
sas—often possess the fences, Eastern one length wire perhaps, and 
Arkansas the next; and both birds frequent not only the fences but the 
shore-line, the Eastern bird apparently catching insects started the in- 
coming waveleis. 

While the Savannah, and Grasshopper sparrows, Horned Larks, and King- 
birds are all minor songsters, the Vesper Sparrow and the Western Meadow- 
lark—two the most familiar birds the prairie—come entirely dif- 
ferent musical category. The two, unlike they are, may classed together, 
for the quality the Vesper’s song its best allies that the Meadow- 


Sept., 1915 CHARACTERISTIC BIRDS THE DAKOTA PRAIRIES 179 


lark whose pure minor notes have the sweetness, the serenity, and uplift that 
belong the big clean prairie open under the sky. Beautiful prairies! How 
they till the imagination and free the mind the escaped city dweller! Miles 
and miles prairie with hardly house sight, unclouded skies, and strong 
vivifying sunshine tempered the cool fresh wind from far away! 

Washington, C., May 23, 1915. 


WALKING EAGLE FROM RANCHO BREA 
LOYE HOLMES MILLER 
WITH ONE PHOTO SWARTH 


DISCUSS magazine ornithology extinct species bird whose 
latest known remains are perhaps quarter million years old may 
seem bit impropriety—an unwarranted liberty take with THE 

yet many have (or politely) enquired from time 
time the progress work the Rancho Brea fossil birds; hence this 
proffered contribution. The finding remains Labrador Duck, Pallas Cor- 
morant, Great Auk, would furnish news item which many would read with 
great interest. egg the Great Auk put auction among enthusiastic 
collectors would stimulate interest easier imagine than describe. These 
birds are extinct. Most ornithologists know, and will know, little them 
beyond the fact that they are extinct, yet the very name has sound that 
catches the attention. hoped that Morphnus daggetti may appeal 
ing least the distinction extinction. though, the enthusiast, 
there are other reasons why interest. 

Among the hundred thousand more bird bones the collection made 
Rancho Brea the Los Angeles Museum History, Science, and Art, 
there have been found two specimens which represent species eagle 
most astonishing character. The part represented that segment the post- 
erior limb known the ornithologist the tarsus—perhaps the most char- 
acteristic bone the bird’s body. This certainly eagle’s 
somewhat less transverse measurement than the same bone the golden 
eagle (Aquila), but linear dimension nothing less than startling. 
laid alongside the tarsus the Great Blue Heron (Ardea, see fig. 63) 
there seen less than quarter inch difference length between 
the two bones. eagle stilts the instant impression—an impression not 
new has seen that South African anomaly, the Secretary Bird 
(Serpentarius), yet impression that comes breath-catching surprise here 
the vicinity Los Angeles. 

was the writer’s great pleasure, through courtesy the New York 
Zoological Society, enter the cages the Bronx and study the live 
tary Bird its feeding, running, and perching actions. The prehensile 
tion the foot has been entirely abandoned for the sake ambulatory 
function. The Secretary Bird indeed stilt-walker—an eagle without talons. 
When the long-shanked eagle from the asphalt was first encountered, the ques- 
tions once arose: ‘‘Is there evidence degeneracy eagle? Was 
bird? Does show kinship with South Africa and her Secretary 
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There certainly evidence degeneracy the eagle-like function 
the foot. Let examine the evidence. The points attachment muscles 
bones are commonly marked roughnesses very definite position. 
foot great lifting power, the attachment those muscles which bend 
the leg the tarsal joint are relatively far down the shaft the tarsus, thus 
affording greater leverage for the lift. like manner one grasps farther 
down the handle lifting heavier shock hay. Wading, run- 
ning, and walking forms birds employ the opposite method attachment, 
sacrificing lifting power gain distance stride the foot. continue the 
homely comparison, the hay-maker shifts his hand back toward the end his 
fork-handle after the weight has been raised and wishes gain distance 

for heaving his hay upon the load. Morphnus 
has similarly shifted his grip 


tion the shaft beyond the point muscle 
attachment. This great long-shanked eagle 
has power arm his lever longer than 


that the Ferruginous Roughleg (Archibu- 
teo), although the resistance arm almost 


twice long that the same species. 
The (Polyborus), who walks 
readily turkey, has almost exactly the 
same relative position its muscle attach- 
ment has this great extinct eagle. The 
conclusion unavoidable that the lifting 
power was extremely low. 
But what the grasping power his 
The three front toes bird are at- 
tached the extremity the tarsus three 
articular surfaces known trochleae. 
the powerfully predaceous 
trochleae are deeply grooved and are set 
somewhat obliquely upon the 
dence decline the raptorial habit 
seen daggetti the fact that these 
Morphnus daggetti (at are more uniform, 
AND Ardea herodias; grooved, and obliquely 
TWO-THIRDS NATURAL the tarsal shaft. This condition 
its extreme the Old World 
vultures which are conceded degenerate raptors, and marked contrast 
the conditions Aquila and Haliaeétus. The conclusion seems inevitable 
that this peculiar asphalt species was more less ambulatory habits—a bird 
which had forsaken the more actively predaceous manner his aquiline an- 
cestry and lengthened out his shanks much the same way, though perhaps 
not the same degree, has the Roadrunner forsaken the tree- 
dwelling life his kindred put stilts. 
condensed description the new species appended for the more tech- 
nical student. 
Morphnus daggetti, new species; type specimen, no. A-380, Los Angeles 
Museum History, Science, and Art; tarsometatarsus. Assignment this 
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species the genus Morphnus instead Geranoaétus based upon differ- 
ences the head the tarsometatarsus. The length the tendinous bridge 
less Morphnus, likewise the development the outer hypotarsal ridge. 
The difference constant though slight. The affinities the fossil specimen 
indicated these characters are with Morphnus. 

characters the species are: extreme elongation the tarsal 
weakness the distal trochleae, which are set less obliquely the shaft 
and are less grooved; extreme reduction the ratio power arm resistance 
arm. Aquila this last-named ratio .303, Morphnus .171, 


the fossil species but .125. 
Table measurements millimeters Morphnus daggetti, tarsometatarsus: 
Transverse diameter through trochleae 

The species named honor Mr. Daggett, through whose kindness 
the collections the Museum History, Science, and Art have been opened 
the writer’s inspection. 

Los Angeles, California, August 1915. 


ESTIMATED AVERAGE AGE THE HERRING GULL* 


JOHN TREADWELL NICHOLS 
INTRODUCTION 


THE CONGRESS held Washington 1914, the writer pre- 
sented paper the proportions different ages the Herring Gull, 
bearing the average age which birds the species reach. The pro- 

portion first year birds was estimated from data gathered observing gulls 
from ferry-boats New York Harbor, supplemented some extent observa- 
tions Long Island and elsewhere. During the season 1914-15 more data has 
been similarly collected, and the results obtained, not unimpeachable, are 
interesting and worthy publication. They indicate average 
age 16.2 years attained birds which have reached the second winter, and 
very high mortality between the first and second winters. 


ARGUMENT 


Science for October 25, 1912, page 565, suggestive article 
Spillman, Washington, C., entitled ‘‘A Method Determining the Average 
Length Life Farm Equipment’’, which shown that dealing with 
constant population either inanimate animate objects, ‘‘if divide the 
total number objects all ages the average number their first year 
the quotient will the average length life that those now their first year 
will live’’. this formula the numbers first-winter Herring Gulls divided 
into the total Herring Gull population gives their average length life. 
year Herring Gulls are dark plumage, readily separable from second year 


*Read at the A. O. U. Congress, San Francisco, May 18, 1915. 
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older birds. get their approximate average length life, then only neces- 
sary make sufficiently large count young and old birds, that the propor- 
tion may approximately correct for the whole Herring Gull population. Dur- 
ing the winter 1913-14 this was attempted. Second-winter Herring Gulls are 
intermediate plumage easy identify, and, the length life before 
count the group one studying has nothing with the working the 
formula, during the season 1914-15 attempt was made determine the propor- 
tion second-winter birds those that age over, from which the length 
life second-year birds could computed. 

The Herring Gulls observed New York Harbor are mixed lot represent- 
ing all ages and plumages. the fall the first-winter birds are uniformly dark, 
the birds much paler, with white rumps, and all others have grey 
mantles and white tails. The tendency birds age flock together, some- 
times marked adjacent ocean shores, not noticeable here. 

the season 1913-14, counts the proportion first-year birds 
the total were made. Out total 7794, 1294 were their first year. Divid- 
ing, get 6.0 for the proportion total young. That is, first year birds 
will live average age 6.0 years. 

the season 1914-15, counts the proportion second-year Herring 
Gulls the total (excluding first-winter birds) were made. Out total 
3267, 215 were their second year. Dividing get 15.2 for the proportion 
total young. That is, second-year birds will live the average 15.2 years, 
age 16.2 years. 

once apparent that the mortality between first and second winters 
very high, amounting about percent. will noted that the same year’s 
brood was dealt with second-winter 1914-15 which was dealt with first 
winter 1913-14. 

The personnel the flocks constantly changing, often one day one 
sees twice many the day previous, and bird with peculiar plumage, 
perhaps some rare species, has often been looked for, but never seen second 
time. estimating proportions the writer has made actual count each day 
birds different plumages, far possible (it not entirely possible) avoid- 
ing repetition count, and added together the figures obtained all the days 
when count was made. Doubtless many individuals were counted more than 
one day, and the figures obtained must too high for the actual number indi- 
viduals observed, but this should not affect the proportions. The plumages vary 
somewhat, but this season there seldom hesitation placing any individual 
one the three categories (first-winter, second-winter, adult). Through the 
winter young birds become gradually lighter and after about March there 
more change. There seems much variation the persistence the dark 
plumage spring, and the percentage puzzling plumages increases, that 
during the second season, 1914-15, attempt count after March was made. 
Chance determinations plumages were omitted, few birds flashing 
white distant flock which might contain undeterminable young birds,— 
and thus one probability error proportions has been avoided. 


CHANCES ERROR 
The formula followed true only fixed populations; the Herring Gull 
population increasing notably the number young birds will larger than 


normal and the determined average age too low. The same true the 1913 
hrood young was for any reason abnormally large one. 
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the plumages have not been correctly diagnosed the results will thrown 
into error. This might be, some first-year birds wore second-year plumage, 
which unlikely, there would more intermediates between typical 
first- and second-year plumages the fall than one actually does find. That 
some older birds wear second-year plumage, second-year birds adult plumages 
seems more probable, but here the error should fall one side frequently 
the other and make difference the final results. 

possible that the counts are not sufficiently great give the true pro- 
portions. Larger counts would course more reliable; but the writer’s 
opinion those made are sufficiently large for approximate accuracy. 

the habits young and old vary that any age favors the region where 
the observations were made more than the others, this would result erron- 
eous proportion being obtained. Familiarity with the Herring Gull various 
parts its winter range leads the writer believe that young old some- 
what favor certain regions, but that the point where the observations were made 
not such region and that the counts are representative. 


SUMMARY 


view the difficulties successfully estimating the age which species 
bird reaches nature, estimate based the proportion young old 
interest. repeat, such estimate from two season’s observation the 
Herring Gull gives average age attained first-winter birds 6.0 years, 
winter birds 16.2 years, which implies very heavy mortality between the first 
and second winters. Very likely the mortality continues heavy for another year 
more and the normal age the species greater than the average 
age reached second-winter birds, perhaps between and years, but this 
mere guess-work. 

The writer considers the method here used one the best, when available 
for determining age; but results obtained with one observer one locality 
short time can not greatly relied upon. 

New York City, June 11, 1915. 


LATE NESTING RECORD FOR THE CALIFORNIA WOODPECKER* 
HARRIET WILLIAMS MYERS 


TWO seasons, least, the same hole telephone pole that daily 
passed hundreds street cars and automobiles, has been the home 
pair California Woodpeckers (Melanerpes formicivorus bairdi). There 

are plenty oak and other trees nearby, but the birds seem have fondness 
for this pole which near group poles the corner Pasadena Avenue 
and Avenue 62, Los Angeles, only short distance from the Arroyo Seco. The 
hole about thirty feet from the ground and badly worked and split down. 
From small round opening has become almost square one nearly twice 
large needed. 

While nesting birds have been recorded for every month the year 
fornia, had thought July the latest for these woodpeckers, and was, there- 
fore, rather surprised find that this nest-pole squealing young 
September 11. was after six o’clock that passed near the corner this day 


*Read at the A. O. U. Congress, San Francisco, May 18, 1915. 
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and stopped watch the birds flying through the air after insects. Sometimes 
they flew out big circles, returning, the wire from which 
they started. Sometimes they went straight into the air and tumbled back, 
times catching themselves suddenly their downward flight, and darting 
forward. thought, watched them, how remarkably graceful they were for 
woodpeckers, and how much they foraged like the true flycatchers. was be- 
ginning get dark and was passing when, amazement, one the birds 
flew the pole and fed something within. listened knew that eyes 
had not deceived me, but that, unusual not, there were young that nest. 

The next day, from three until four m., watched the pole and re- 
corded the actions the birds. soon noticed that woodpecker was resting 
the wire above the nest, and that two others were busy feeding. This resting bird 
was trifle smaller and the black breast-band was more marked with white. 
some indescribable way was impressed with the idea that was immature 
bird. Presently flew away and thought more about its presence until all 
three came the wires once and after two them had fed and left, this third 
mysterious bird went into the hole and stayed there. 

was the habit the adults fly about the neighborhood, inspecting 
the poles, fly through the air, for most their food. Sometimes they were 
out sight, but they did not stay long. When bird came, he, she, popped 
into the nest, stayed minute and came out, sometimes giving the ja-cob call, 
which both used. 

After this third woodpecker had gone into the pole-nest, kept eyes 
riveted upon know how long the bird stayed there. When the adults 
came feed they did not inside but reached over, fed, and flew away. Three 
times one them did this, but the fourth time, when the male came, stood 
one side the hole and heard him give low, guttural notes. seemed quite 
evident that was saying: ‘‘See here, you young scamp, high time that 
you were coming out there. Let get and attend your brothers and 
sisters, should.’’ Presently, the truant young, for such proved be, ap- 
peared the doorway and, with open mouth, begged for just one bite. Please 
don’t scold, father dear,’’ felt sure was saying, ‘‘it was nice and cozy 
down there and the children were glad have me,—really they 

But the old bird was unrelenting and stayed his position the hole until 
the bird inside, which was undoubtedly former nestling, came out and flew 
onto the wire above, when the adult male went within. 

Just prove that was not all baby, the former nestling turned and 
helped feed. Several times went into the hole and came directly out, and 
might have thought that was there hopes getting fed had not dis- 
seen big fly his bill entered. Each time bobbed into the 
hole several white bars showed plainly the underside the outer tail feathers. 
was this marking young bird which convinced that was former 
nestling. every other respect resembled male California Woodpecker. 
Once more, during watching, slipped into the nest, staying eight minutes 
before they got him out. The first time had been twenty minutes. 

hour’s watching the birds fed times, the shortest interval being one- 
half minute, the longest eight. nine minutes they fed eight times. 

the 15th the month, when believe the young must have been about 
ten days old, they were fed times minutes. The food given them now 
was mostly acorns which the adults took from the nearby poles, sometimes dig- 
ging them out pieces, and sometimes taking them the top flat pole 
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where they pounded away for some minutes before coming the nest with their 
bills stuffed full the white bits. From this time until the young left the nest 
they were fed mostly these acorns. 

Sometimes the birds flew oak tree from which they took the green 
acorns. These were brought the poles and, believe, stored away the holes 
left vacant the taking the old acorns. However have proof that green 
nuts were not fed. only seemed the birds were taking the green ones 
the poles rather than directly the young, and since the dried ones would 
easier cracked, reasonable believe they were the ones the birds favored for 
food purposes. Perhaps green acorns are indigestible for baby birds green 
apples are for baby boys. Who knows! 

the twentieth the month was extremely interested see the male 
eating black scale from pepper-tree that grew about block from the nest. 

this time one large young was reaching far out the hole and was 
told neighbor that two the nestlings were found the foot the pole. 
While seemed hardly that two them should been pushed out, 
there proved only one that left the nest, which was either late the 25th, 
early the 26th September, fourteen fifteen days after discovered 
them. 

About six o’clock the 26th found the young bird flying, rather 
uncertain way, from pole pole, where hopped about and took food which 
the adults brought him. There were two three white bars the black outer 
tail-feathers, and patch below the red crown was gray. 

would seem that this late nesting the California Woodpecker not 
unusual may have believed; for the 19th October found another 
pole, two blocks farther down this busy thoroughfare, where noisy young were 
being fed. One was leaning well out the nest. the other case, nuts were 
being fed; but once saw one the adults fly down through the air nearly 
the ground and come back with large, long-legged insect its bill, proving that 
the diet was not exclusively acorns. 

Los Angeles, April 1915. 


DESCRIPTION NEW RACE SAVANNAH SPARROW 
AND SUGGESTIONS SOME CALIFORNIA BIRDS 


STUDYING collection, one sometimes finds birds that show extension 
range, seem worth reporting from paucity records their pres- 
ence the place where these were taken, revises his previous opinion the 

light more material, reaches conclusions harmony with, opposition 
to, others who have studied the same species. These are excuses for this paper. 
For assistance thanks are due Dr. Dwight, Mr. Oberholser and Mr. Porter. 
Most the birds recorded were collected for the late Mr. Marsden. 
Fratercula corniculata. The Horned Puffin recorded the obituary 
Mr. Marsden collected Grove February 17, 1914, was female 
winter plumage including the bill. now no. 26172 collection. 
Larus kumlieni young female gull (no. 23689), collected Pacific 
Grove January 1912, Mr. Marsden, has been compared very carefully 
more than once Dr. Dwight and myself with the gulls the collection the 
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American Museum Natural History, his collection and own, and especially 
with the bird which his description the young the Kumlien Gull was 
based; also Mr. Louis Porter and myself with the young bird reported 
The Auk, 37. The result has been always the same, the only noticeable 
difference between the Pacific Grove bird and the two Kumlien’s Gulls from the 
east being that the primaries the former are clearer, somewhat darker, gray, 
they are much less worn and faded, and that has acquired many feathers 
the pale pearl-gray mantle the adult. smaller bird than any speci- 
men Larus have seen, especially bill, tarsi and toes, and the 
mantle paler, the shade Larus kumlieni. Little known about this species, 
which was first confused with Larus glaucescens, but certainly seems im- 
probable that should wander California, has far been recorded only 
from the North Atlantic. Mr. Oberholser, chiefly for this reason, considers 
bird only abnormal Glaucous-winged Gull with unusually small bill. 
Marila collaris. Four females: Grove, December 21, 1911; 
Colusa, (1) December 1913, and (2) January 1914, (nos. 23719, 
25995-7). 

Arenaria interpres interpres. The young female Turnstone (no. 11717) 
taken September 1904, Pacific Beach, and recorded 
141, this race, has much darker upperparts and breast, and less rusty 
wing-coverts, than any series young female morinella taken 
the coast August and September. females taken Florida 
December the rusty has disappeared fading and attrition, but the upperparts 
are even paler than the early fall birds and very much paler than the 
Beach bird. The latter closely resembles young interpres from Oceanica 
the collection Dr. Dwight taken November, and agrees with them having 

the tips the rectrices white and not pale rusty morinella. 
Otocoris alpestris merrilli. Eight males and five females, Dos Palos, Mer- 
ced County, November 2-13, 1908, (nos. 19615-27). 
Otocoris alpestris pallida. male Horned Lark from Palm Springs, Feb- 
ruary 16, 1913, Brooks (no. 26696), called ammophila Mr. Ober- 
holser, and female taken Redlands February 13, 1903, (no. 
8396), leucansiptila. These birds are noticeably different, but both are 
grouped under pallida the Check-List, and have seen birds 
from the type locality the last. 

Corvus corax clarionensis. Four Ravens collected San Clemente Island 
Mr. Linton, young male, October adult females, January and 
March and young female, October 1907 (nos. 18515-8), differ fully much 
wing, tail and length and depth bill from five Ravens from Humboldt Coun- 
ty, California, Montana, North Dakota and Colorado, the latter from five 
from Alaska and Greenland, while the ratio between length and depth bill 
the San Clemente birds are more like Ravens from the far north than those from 
other parts the northern United States. This would indicate that 
principalis recognized, clarionensis should be; but, none skins 
sinuatus are from anywhere near the type locality, may that they are 
not fair representatives that race, but intermediates with principalis. 

Passerculus sandwichensis nevadensis. Three Savannah Sparrows from 
Trinidad, Humboldt County, California, taken August 21, 26, and 31, 1909 (nos. 
20699-701), Mr. Oberholser refers nevadensis; and four from Witch Creek, 
male, November 21, 1904 (no. 12121), and three females, December 11, 1903 (no. 
10215), October 31, 1904 (no. 12120), and January 25, 1906 (no. 16296), and 
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two females from Dos Palos, County, November and 1908 (nos. 
19628-9), are very similar. All were collected Mr. Marsden. These birds 
not have broad black centers the feathers the upperparts, and the hazel 
borders are wider than females from Tucson, Arizona, November 10, 1905, 
(no. 14757) and Gallatin County, Montana, May 20, 1907, Saunders 
(no. 20578), but general pallor and lack hazel and buff the plumage 
are nearer them than alaudinus from the Coast. If, seems neces- 
sary, these birds are called nevadensis, the Savannah Sparrows breeding North 
Dakota and wintering Texas and Coahuila, Mexico, must also referred 
this subspecies. The Savannah Sparrows breeding Saskatchewan appear 
intergrades with alaudinus, though somewhat nearer nevadensis, while the few 
skins have from Teton County, Montana, and Okanagan, British Columbia, are 
plainly alaudinus. 

Passerculus sandwichensis bryanti. female collected San Bruno, San 
Mateo County, May 1904, Bailey (no. 17420), has bill long and 
slender average females the Belding Sparrow from San Diego and 
male, Witch Creek, San Diego County, February 12, 1904 (no. 10864), and 
female, Long Beach, Los Angeles County, February 21, 1896, Daggett (no. 
21653), cannot help referring although the former back inter- 
mediate with seems that the true relation between these birds 
would better expressed the trinomial, Passerculus sandwichensis beldingi. 

Passerculus sandwichensis brooksi. Dwarf Savannah Sparrow. New sub- 
species. 

adult, no. 12975, Louis Bishop; Chilliwack, Brit- 
ish Columbia, April 1905; Allan Brooks. 

Subspecific Characters.—Nearest size bryanti, but with slightly 
longer wing and tail, slightly smaller bill, and shorter tarsus; much paler col- 
oring, with the dark central stripes much narrower both above and below, and 
the rusty paler. Smaller, but with relatively longer bill than alaudinus and 
much paler and with less rusty plumage upper parts than 
alaudinus; closely resembling nevadensis color, but slightly darker 
and more brownish above, with the supra-loral stripe broader and richer, and 
with the auricular region, nape and sides neck washed with buff, these dif- 
ferences showing best birds fresh winter plumage. 

Range.—Resident southwestern British Columbia near the coast; some 
migrating Humboldt Bay, California, August. 

May, 1905, Mr. Allan Brooks, while sending some birds from Sumas, 
C., attention the fact that two forms Savannah Sparrow 
curred there,—a small bird, ‘‘the resident form, which breeds the coast only 
(west the Cascades), generally tidal flats and never high 
and larger bird, which appeared only the migrations, breeding ‘‘in the in- 
terior and northward’’. stated also that the migratory form did not arrive 
spring until three weeks month after the breeding race and that the latter 
sometimes wintered. the time this race, though evidently distinct from the 
alaudinus transit, seemed too close the bird breeding North 
Dakota warrant description; but some very small Savannah Sparrows, col- 
lected Trinidad, Humboldt County, California, August, 1909, Mr. Mars- 
den, were evidently this small Sumas bird and evidently not the North Dakota 
form. have named after Mr. Brooks, its discoverer, slight tribute his 
worth ornithologist, artist, and brave defender his country. 
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Zonotrichia leucophrys gambeli. The sparrow recorded from Redlands 
nuttalli vu, 142, believe, after comparison with larger 
series fall birds from the normal range that subspecies, nearer 
gambeli. 
Passerella iliaca unalaschcensis. Two male Fox Sparrows taken Santa 
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Cruz, February 1895, Breninger (no. 26701), and Sherwood, Mendocino 
County, September 28, 1908, Marsden (no. 19524), and three females, 
Grafton, Yolo County, September 27, 1910, (no. 22989), Paradise, 
Butte County, March 10, 1906, Bowman (no. 17980), and Santa Cruz 
County, January 15, 1895, Breninger (no. 26702), are referred this race 
Mr. Oberholser; and male and female collected Witch Creek, January 
16, and November 16, 1906 (nos. 16325, 17256), Mr. Marsden seem in- 
distinguishable. 

Passerella iliaca insularis. male taken Nicasio, February 18, 1911 
(no. 25302), and female Felton, Santa Cruz County, January 12, 1892, 
Badger (no. 25303), Mr. Oberholser calls this subspecies; and refer also 
two males, Pescadero, San Mateo County, October 26, 1910 (no. 23006), and 
Sherwood, Mendocino County, October 13, 1908 (no. 19525), collected Mr. 
Marsden. 

Zamelodia melanocephala capitalis. series breeding male Black- 
headed Grosbeaks find that Pacheco, Chihuahua, Mexico, and from 
the Mountains (Palmerlee, Cochise County), Arizona, have much 
larger bills than from different parts California, between Humboldt and 
San Diego counties. the former the exposed averages 19.9 millimeters, 
with extremes 19.2 and 20.5, and the depth bill base 15.5, with extremes 
15.2 and 15.8; the latter these measurements are 17, with extremes and 
18.3, and 14.2, with extremes 13.5 and 15.2. addition the Chihuahua and 
Huachuea Mountain birds have the heads more solidly black. breeding male 
from Walsh, Alberta, with bill 17.6 14.8, one from Neweastle, Colorado, 
measuring 15.2, and probably migrating male from Tucson, Arizona 
(May 1907), with bill 16.1 13.1 agree both size bill and color 
head with California birds and not with the larger bird ascribed Ridgway 
the Rocky Mountains. 

Guiraca caerulea salicarius. few Blue Grosbeaks from California, 
males and female from Redlands, have the small which Ridgway first 
noticed was characteristic California birds. This difference seems 
fully much value the different shade blue and slightly larger size 
which lazula differs from caerulea. 

Lanius borealis invictus. comparison Northern Shrikes col- 
lection from the Magdalen Islands, Connecticut, New York, North Carolina and 
Ontario, with from British Columbia, Montana, North Dakota and Colorado 
shows that the western birds the same stage plumage have the upper parts 
paler shade gray, less vermiculation the breast, with the white areas 
wings, tail, rump and larger, claimed for this race. 


PARTIAL LIST THE SUMMER RESIDENT LAND BIRDS 
MONTEREY COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 


WITH MAP AND FIVE PHOTOS 


GLANCING over the many volumes THE one can not help but 
struck with the fact that Monterey County has been sadly neglected bird 
students. There have been published our magazine just two general arti- 

cles the birds this region and two small notices the field-and-study de- 
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partment relating the occurrences two interesting species. While other 
counties this state have been exceedingly popular with ornithologists, and the 
avifauna most cases well written up, this county has scarcely been touched. 
And furthermore one the most accessible the coastal counties and 
great deal more than some the Sierran divisions. And further than this 
one the most interesting all the coastal counties the matter its bird- 
life. 

Jenkins his paper vol. pages 122-130, pointed 
out one very important fact regarding the country, follows: ‘‘The region 
traversed was particularly interesting that was found the southern 
limit the Humid Coast Belt California. Several northern plants and ani- 
mals find their southern limits this place and some northern forms intergrade 
through this region with closely allied southern forms.’’ This course pertains 
only that part the county lying along the coast and more properly within 
the Transition zone, not the flora and fauna the Sonoran zones which lie 
within the county. 

The basis the present paper consists field notes and specimens collected 
during two trips made Mr. Pemberton. The first trip was made Mr. Pem- 
berton company with Anderson between December 20, 1903, and Janu- 
ary 1904, and involved excursion from Monterey southward along the coast 
Posts and return. fairly representative collection the winter birds and 
mammals was made this trip, and some species birds were noted. The 
second trip was made the summer 1909 between the dates May and June 
and the itinerary took the party from Kings City the eastern part the 
county westward the coast the vicinity Lucia, then northward along the 
near Posts and return Kings City the north the route followed 
the first part the journey. The party this trip consisted Carri- 
ger, Macready, Dr. Smith and Pemberton. Carriger and Pem- 
berton were collecting birds, while Macready studied geology and Dr. Smith 
caught trout. Just passing may stated that trout fishing this region 
superfine quality, there being many many more fish than there are fisher- 
men, the reverse being the case many parts the state. 

this second trip rather complete list the land birds the Transition 
and Upper Sonoran zones was made, and from this list the present paper has 
been written. 

Monterey county, lying about the middle the state and directly the 
coast, about 100 miles long with average width about miles. 
The coastal third consists lofty range mountains dropping directly into 
the sea, and here that conditions the moist, coastal zone the 
more northern parts the state reach their southern limit. South this region 
the coastal zone lies the San Diegan area, the flora and fauna being 
very different. Jenkins has well shown the character the coastal belt Mon- 
terey County and given list the plants the different vertical zones along 
the seacoast. Suffice say that this coastal part the county lies the 
Transition zone. 

The eastern side the county consists low, rolling, rather bare range 
hills, broken about the middle the county wide valley, part the 
Salinas Valley. 

the center the county lies another range mountains the 
eastern and western ranges and more Jess connected the western range 
the center the county where the mountains are the highest. this range 
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that the highest peak the county, and one the most lofty the coast ranges, 
lies. This Santa Lucia peak, 5,967 feet elevation. While lying some 
miles from the coast, the Transition zone. The peak well 
forested with several species pines, and the home numerous birds the 
Transition zone. 

The greater part the county lies the Upper Sonoran zone and consists 
the inter-mountain valleys and the greater part the central and eastern 
ranges. The flora consists principally the oaks, yuccas, willows, sycamores, 
berries, lupines, and various plants typical the chaparral areas the coast 
ranges. 

the central valley, along the Salinas River, conditions are such that the 
flora and fauna belong the Lower Sonoran zone. The zone narrow and re- 
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Fig. 64. Map County, CALIFORNIA, SHOWING THE LIFE ZONES 


stricted the immediate valley. The fauna was not studied our party 
sufficient detail warrant giving list the species known typical 
this zone. 

Thus general may seen that this county extremely varied its 
composition and that there would naturally large avifauna within its con- 
fines. The map accompanying this paper gives idea distribution the 
mountains and valleys and the life zones. The photos show some the char- 
acteristics each these zones and hoped that the following list 
the summer residents the county may lead some one become interested 
the county and after few trips able give more complete list all 
the interesting species birds throughout the year. Dr. Grinnell 
his paper Conpor, vol. pp. 125-128, has given delightful description 
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the general conditions found there summertime, and his list species 
shows what may expected should anyone make thorough study. 

Before giving the general list birds noted, the following two lists will 
show general what the typical species the zones are. 


SOME UPPER SONORAN SPECIES; LAND BIRDS ONLY 


Roadrunner Bi-colored Redwing 
Burrowing Owl Western Meadowlark 
Dusky Poor-will Willow Goldfinch 
California Thrasher Green-backed Goldfinch 
Phainopepla California Linnet 
California Shrike Black-chinned Sparrow 
Yellow-billed Magpie Bell Sparrow 

Long-tailed Chat California Brown Towhee 


Bullock Oriole 
SOME TRANSITION SPECIES; LAND BIRDS ONLY 


Mountain Quail Cassin Vireo 

Band-tailed Pigeon Coast Jay 

Pacific Horned Owl Tawny Creeper 

California Pigmy Owl Audubon Warbler 

Cabanis Woodpecker Black-throated Gray Warbler 
Olive-sided Flycatcher Western Tanager 

Monterey Hermit Thrush Pine Siskin 

American Dipper Point Pinos Junco 


Western Bluebird 


Gymnogyps californianus. California Condor. May Carriger saw single 
bird sail majestically over our camp Big Creek and disappear into the high moun- 
tains the east. Mr. Gamboa, cattle rancher, stated that few years ago the birds 
were fairly common the summer and usually left the winter. 1910 counted 
fifteen around dead cow. Usually evidence during each month the year and cer- 
tainly nest the county. Mr. Gamboa said that the ranchers not persecute the birds 
when seen dead cow they know that they are purely scavengers. 

Cathartes aura septentrionalis. Turkey Vulture. Buzzards were commonly seen 
over the entire territory covered and were especially numerous the oak-covered val- 
ley northwest Jolon. According the Indians and older Spaniards who still live 
the mountains these birds nest commonly each year the hills near the coast and not 
the eastern side the range. found them fairly tame and one photo which 
took shows group seven resting dead tree. 

Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon. One bird was noted May near Jolon. This 
bird was swiftly flying through the oak trees and evidently hunting. Noted also 
Santa Lucia peak. bird was seen May sail into flock sea gulls flying near 
the beach and strike one them the sand. After performing the trick the bird flew 
away, evidently not caring eat his prey. Perhaps was only practicing. 

Falco sparverius sparverius. American Sparrow Hawk. This hawk was not 
common would expected, only few being seen. They were all the Jolon valley 
and kept away from the pine and redwood zone the coast ranges. For several days 
noted their absence and kept the lookout for them, expecting that perhaps they 
were absent the Transition zone; but May while climbing Santa Lucia Peak 
saw few birds. 

Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. Noted Santa Lucia Peak and along the 
seacoast the vicinity Big Creek. Not very common bird. 

Accipiter cooperi. Cooper Hawk. One bird seen the vicinity Jolon. 

Buteo borealis calurus. Western Red-tailed Hawk. Noted throughout the region 
but very sparing numbers. Pairs were nesting along the eastern foothills the 
coast range the pines and larger oaks. the wooddd parts the western slopes 
few were seen flying, and perched tall stumps. This bird gets its usual food the 


open country, and must difficult for get good meal the forested region 
unless eats grasshoppers. 
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Aquila chrysaetos. Golden Eagle. Three birds were noted the Jolon valley. 

Haliaeetus leucocephalus leucocephalus. Southern Bald Eagle. This bird was 
noted the winter trip near the mouth the Little Sur River. pair was seen 
perched dead tree near the ocean. the summer the bird was not seen; but Mr. 
Gamboa had killed one few weeks before got the coast. There doubt that 
the bird breeds this region. 

Oreortyx picta plumifera. Mountain Quail. Noted the upper slopes Santa 
Lucia Peak above 4000 feet, the head the Jolon valley, and the coniferous for- 
ests near Cone Peak. was not common bird, but its loud whistling note was fre- 
quently heard. Several times the birds were seen very close by, remaining absolutely 
motionless while the observer approached within twenty feet, when they would fly 
away with great show speed. 

Lophortyx californica californica. California Quail. common bird the Upper 
Sonoran zone the Jolon valley and also the slopes Santa Lucia Peak where 
was noted high 4000 feet. was nct seen the coast side, though the winter 
trip was common bird all over the coastal hills. must occur summer the 


Fig. 65. VALLEY UPPER SAN ANTONIO CREEK, MONTEREY COUNTY, CALIFOR- 
NIA; HOME THE YELLOW-BILLED MAGPIE AND PHAINOPEPLA 


western side the mountains, but our observations would indicate only very small 
numbers. 

Columba fasciata fasciata. Band-tailed Pigeon. These birds were fairly common 
the slopes Santa Lucia Peak, where they were seen small bands about six 
birds each. Then the western slopes the coastal ranges the groves oaks and 
bay trees they were numerous, and nesting the first week June. Throughout the red- 
wood zone they were occasionally seen, but always singly. They prefer the eastern side 
the mountains evidently. 

Zenaidura macroura marginella. Western Mourning Dove. Fairly common the 
Upper Sonoran the Jolon valley, though not seen the ocean side the mountains. 
They were seen the winter the vicinity the Sur River. 

Geococcyx californianus. Roadrunner. One these interesting birds was noted 
near King City the return trip. was the open the Salinas River the 
Lower Sonoran zone. Seen also near Carmel. 

Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. This common bird the smaller streams 
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which enter the ocean and also some the streams which flow eastward from the 
coast ranges, notably San Antonio Creek. Practically all the streams this county 
have trout them, and general everywhere there are trout the Kingfisher pres- 
ent also. 

Aluco pratincola. Barn Owl. freshly killed specimen this bird was seen be- 
side the road the return trip about half way from Jolon King City; ranchers near 
San Antonio Creek described this bird having nested the year before one the 
old hollow trees near the ranch house. 

Otus asio bendirei. California Screech Owl. Noted the winter trip all along the 
coast. Several were seen and its cry frequently heard the night. Jolon and near 
the summit Santa Lucia Peak the cry was also heard. During the summer trip none 
was actually seen, but there seems doubt the cry this bird, which 
different from the other owls, having been the one which was frequently heard. 

Bubo virginianus pacificus. Pacific Horned Owl. This bird was heard hooting 
nearly everywhere the mountainous part the county. During the winter trip was 
also heard all along the coast. Once Big Creek tried imitating the call and were 
successful that bird came within few yards our camp. Possibly was 
young bird the year. 

Speotyto cunicularia hypogaea. Burrowing Owl. the winter trip several were 
noted the bare hillsides near the ocean north the Little Sur River. the summer 
trip was only seen the Upper Sonoran zone the Jolon valley and was not 
common bird all. Most certainly does not live the ocean coast south the Little 
Sur River. 

Glaucidium gnoma californicum. California Pigmy Owl. Specimens were taken 
the winter trip the Sur River canyon. Noted also Grinnell summer the same 
region. While not seen the writers the summer trip, doubt its 
occurring the wooded parts the coastal mountains. 

Phalaenoptilus nuttalli californicus. Dusky Poor-will. Noted and collected Jen- 
kins the Little Sur River June, and noted Grinnell July. our summer trip 
did not encounter the bird the Transition zone, though was fairly common 
the Jolon region. Also the slopes Santa Lucia Peak heard calling the 
night. such secretive bird that only accident that one would seen 
the wooded parts the coast mountains. 

Calypte anna. Anna Hummingbird. This bird was seen everywhere went; 
the dry valley Jolon, the summit Santa Lucia Peak, and the redwood and 
yellow pine forests. seemed prefer the open sage-covered hillsides where there 
was much forest nearby. Jenkins speaks being common along the whole route 
followed him. 

Selasphorus alleni. Allen Hummingbird. Noted Jenkins the Little Sur River 
June and Pemberton and Anderson their winter trip. However, our summer 
trip did not encounter the bird. There doubt however that should included 
the list inasmuch Jenkins took specimens June from the Transition zone. 

Aeronautes melanoleucus. White-throated Swift. Noted Pemberton and Ander- 
son large numbers the Big Sur River country, and Jenkins occasionally Big 
Creek. found the bird very numerous across the divide from San Antonio Creek 
and south Big Creek. one place there were hundreds the birds flying and 
out cavities cliff exposed the forest. These birds were undoubtedly nesting 
the time, but the cliff was inaccessable that did not investigate any the cavities. 
Several birds were shot but all reached their homes before falling did not secure 
any birds. They were not noticed elsewhere the trip. 

Cypseloides niger borealis. Northern Black Swift. Not noted any our party, 
Jenkins Grinnell. Beck, vol. page 94, notes that the bird was 
seen Monterey June 1898. The recent operations Messrs. Vrooman and Daw- 
son along the coast Santa Cruz County would lead the belief that the birds are 
found similar localities along the Monterey coast. any rate, the strength Mr. 
Beck’s note will include the list the summer land birds the county. 

Dryobates villosus hyloscopus. Cabanis Woodpecker. Noted fairly commonly dur- 
ing the winter trip; several specimens were taken the vicinity the Sur River. Jen- 
kins mentions that was rarely seen the redwood canyons though fairly common 
the pines the upper Big Creek. found the bird the lower slopes the moun- 
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tains the San Antonio Creek basin; and the summit Santa Lucia Peak speci- 
men was taken breeding condition. The bird not common, but may expected 
over most the Transition zone. 

Dryobates pubescens turati. Willow Woodpecker. Noted the lower slopes 
Santa Lucia Peak during our summer trip. Pemberton and Anderson noted quite 
common winter bird the Big Sur district December 1903. Jenkins did not find 
along the coast summer, and probable that remains only the valley east 
the big mountains breed. 

Dryobates nuttalli. Nuttall Woodpecker. Noted only Jolon the Upper Sono- 
ran zone. Not common bird. 

Melanerpes formicivorus bairdi. California Woodpecker. very numerous bird 
from the oak flats the Jolon and San Antonio regions the deep redwood canyons 
near the coast. Noted Jenkins common everywhere. December found 
very numerous the Big Sur River district also. The bird likes perch the loftiest 


4 
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Fig. 66. YELLOW PINES THE TRANSITION ZONE SANTA LUCIA PEAK 


twig dead redwood tree the forested part the ranges. During the summer 
months there terrible pest large flies, and these flies that this woodpecker 
feeds large extent when the forested zone. 

Colaptes cafer collaris. Red-shafted Flicker. Common bird everywhere, from the 
tops the ridges the sea-shore and from the sea-shore the interior valley. Also 
very common December. 

Nuttallornis borealis. Olive-sided Flycatcher. Fairly common bird the Transi- 
tion zone. Several were seen building nests, and one set eggs was taken May 
Big Creek. They prefer the yellow pine forests the redwoods, and thus they may 
found the upper slopes. 

Myiochanes richardsoni richardsoni. Western Wood Pewee. Seen both along the 
coast the redwood forests and the interior valleys San Antonio Creek. 

Empidonax difficilis difficilis. Western Flycatcher. Common bird the redwood 
forests and also the San Antonio Creek and Santa Lucia Peak regions. 
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Sayornis nigricans. Phoebe. Not very common bird, but noted both along 
the coast and the San Antonio Creek country. Prefers open country. 

Myiarchus cinerascens cinerascens. Ash-throated Flycatcher. Noted uncom- 
mon bird, but widely distributed. One set eggs taken near the coast from redwood 
stump. 

Tyrannus verticalis. Western Kingbird. Occurs rather uncommonly over all the 
region. 

Otocoris alpestris actia. California Horned Lark. Jenkins noted this bird being 
quite common the open fields along the entire seacoast, but did not meet with it. 
winter Pemberton and Anderson found rather common north the Big Sur River 
where there are many open fields. 

Hylocichla guttata slevini. Monterey Hermit Thrush. This bird was noted only 
the deep redwood groves and either very secretive uncommon. Grinnell noted the 
bird June the Big Creek country, though Jenkins failed meet with it. 

Hylocichla ustulata ustulata. Russet-backed Thrush.. Noted uncommon bird 
both the San Antonio Creek region and the redwood belt. 

Sialia mexicana occidentalis. Western Bluebird. Common the San Antonio 
Creek region, but only noted once the coast side the mountains. Jenkins speaks 
common the upper Big Creek region, but failed find more than one pair 
birds. Should one the regular summer residents. 

Toxostoma redivivum redivivum. California Thrasher. Noted the dryer parts 
the San Antonio Creek valley and the lower slopes Santa Lucia Peak. Not noted 
the Transition zone excepting the winter when one bird was seen the Big Creek 
valley. 

Cinclus mexicanus unicolor. American Dipper. This bird common along all 
the streams which flow from the redwood and pine forests. all the canyons the 
ocean side and the upper part San Antonio Creek the Ouzel was common bird. 
Many nests were found containing young birds, also several unfinished nests. This 
bird rather typical the Transition zone. 

Thryomanes bewicki drymoecus. San Joaquin Wren. Fairly common bird over the 
whole region. series these birds needed determine the status, Jenkins’ spe- 
cimens, taken worn post-nuptial plumage, were with difficulty determined Grinnell 
belonging this race, and possibly should placed with the San Diegan form, Thry- 
omanes bewicki charienturus. unfortunately took specimens. 

Troglodytes aedon parkmani. Western House Wren. Common bird everywhere. 
Also taken winter Sur River. 

Nannus hiemalis pacificus. Western Winter Wren. Not uncommon the deep 
redwood forests near the coast. nest ready for eggs was found Carriger May 
26. was placed the base great redwood tree among the ferns and fallen bark 
the tree. 

Salpinctes obsoletus obsoletus. Rock Wren. This bird was observed quite com- 
monly the winter the Sur River region and supposed have been the bird spoken 
Ray the Osprey September, 1900, the Canyon Wren. Jenkins did not meet 
with nor did see it; but fairly certainly recognized one occasion from the 
song. will probably found summer resident favorable localities. 

Chamaea fasciata fasciata. Intermediate Wren-tit. Common bird the San An- 
tonio Creek basin and noted often along the more brushy parts the coastal slopes. 
Jenkins found abundant along his route. found common also the winter. 

Polioptila caerulea obscura. Western Gnatcatcher. Found only the oak groves 
about Jolon where Carriger took two sets eggs May 16. Both these nests were 
blue oak trees and some distance from the ground. 

Progne subis hesperia. Western Martin. Seen only the coastal slopes and 
the pine and redwood belts. the Big Creek region was especially numerous. 

Petrochelidon lunifrons lunifrons. Cliff Swallow. Seen the vicinity Jolon, and 
Jenkins met with south Carmel the seacoast. Probably does not remain the 
redwood zone breed. 

Riparia riparia. Bank Swallow. Noted only the Lower Sonoran zone the 
vicinity King City. 

Tachycineta thalassina lepida. Violet-green Swallow. This was very common 
bird over the whole the Transition and Upper Sonoran zones. the vicinity Lucia 
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and Big Creek large numbers these birds were breeding cavities old trees, prin- 
cipally yellow pines. Not noted commonly the redwood zone, prefers the higher 
and dryer slopes where the pines and firs grow. 

Phainopepla nitens. Phainopepla. The Phainopepla was uncommon bird the 
oak groves the San Antonio valley. females were seen, and was supposed that 
they might the nest. June saw pair with four young birds just able 
fly. 

Lanius ludovicianus gambeli. California Shrike. Seen only the Lower Sonoran 
zone near Kings City. 

Vireosylva gilva swainsoni. Western Warbling Vireo. Noted being rather un- 
common about the San Antonio Creek region where they were building nests May 21. 
May upper Big Creek took set eggs. 
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Fig. 67. TYPICAL THE YELLOW PINE 3000 FEET ALTITUDE 
THE COASTAL MOUNTAINS 


Lanivireo solitarius cassini. Cassin Vireo. uncommon bird, the redwood and 
pine zone only. 

Vireo huttoni huttoni. Vireo. Seen San Antenio Creek and Santa Lucia 
Peak. Jenkins took specimen from the upper Big Creek and saw good many birds 
December along the coast. uncommon bird. 

Sitta carolinensis aculeata. Slender-billed Nuthatch. Fairly common bird the 
redwood and pine belts, and also seen the eastern side the coastal mountains 
the San Antonio Creek basin. May Carriger took a-set eggs from the stump 
fallen white oak the San Antonio region. 

Sitta pygmaea pygmaea. Pigmy Nuthatch. One bird was seen the redwood for- 
est Lime Kiln Creek, and pair the pines near Big Creek. 

Baeolophus inornatus inornatus. Plain Titmouse. Noted the pines near the sum- 


id 


198 THE CONDOR Vol. XVII 


mit the coast range. Jenkins found only the Big Creek basin. our winter 
trip was also uncommon bird and only found the summits the brushy ridges. 

Penthestes gambeli gambeli. Mountain Chickadee. Noted occasionally the 
higher growths pines. Seen near the summit Santa Lucia Peak and along the ridge 
between San Antonio Valley and the coast. 

Penthestes rufescens Santa Cruz Chickadee. Not noted our summer 
trip, though were continually the lookout for it. Noted, however, both Grinnell 
and Jenkins along the coast summer, and Pemberton and Anderson found 
common bird winter. Probably uncommon bird the southern part this county 
summer. 

Psaltriparus minimus minimus. Coast Bush-tit. Rather common bird all the 
more brushy parts the entire region with the exception the damp redwood forests. 

Corvus brachyrhynchos hesperis. Western Crow. Crows were numerous the 


Fig. 68. GENERAL ASPECT THE PINE AND FIR FORESTS ALONG THE CREST 
THE COASTAL MOUNTAINS; HOME WESTERN TANAGER AND AUDUBON 
WARBLER 


upper San Antonio Creek nuisance. Noted the coastal side the moun- 
tains elevation 2300 feet, and also north the Little Sur River the more open 
country, where was also seen winter. 

Pica nuttalli. Yellow-billed Magpie. Very common bird the upper San Antonio 
Creek valley. May several nests examined contained large young. While noted 
winter the Big Sur River, and recorded from Partington canyon summer Jen- 
kins, was not met with our party summer along the coast. probably stays 
the oak flats the Upper Sonoran valleys almost entirely. 

Aphelocoma californica californica. California Jay. common bird the San 
Antonio Valley, and seen occasionally the though away from the oak groves 
rather rare. the redwood forests scarcely ever seen. winter was noted com- 
monly south from Monterey the Sur River wherever there were oak groves. 

Cyanocitta stelleri carbonacea (near frontalis). Coast Jay. very common bird 
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the redwoods and pines the coast slopes from Monterey south. winter also com- 
mon bird. Our summer and winter specimens agree with those taken Jenkins show- 
ing intermediate stage between carbonacea and frontalis. Carriger took set four 
eggs May from the limb oak tree overhanging the water. 

Certhia familiaris occidentalis. Creeper. common bird the redwood 
zone along the coast. Several nests were found, all containing young birds, near the 
latter part May. winter this bird gregarious, and large flocks them were seen 
the Sur River December. 

Vermivora celata lutescens. Lutescent Warbler. Noted occasionally the red- 
wood belt. 

Dendroica aestiva brewsteri. California Yellow Warbler. Not uncommon bird 
the willows along San Antonio Creek. Not noted the coastal slopes. 

Dendroica auduboni auduboni. Audubon Warbler. was rather surprise 
find this bird numerous summer. winter common enough bird almost 
éverywhere, and them evidently remain breed the redwood and pine for- 
ests along the coast. the yellow pines near the summit the coastal slopes this 
bird was found every day. Several were taken with ovaries highly developed and 
two pairs were seen building their nests, but eggs were taken. 

Dendroica nigrescens. Black-throated Gray Warbler. Noted commonly the San 
Antonio Creek basin, the summit Santa Lucia Peak, and over the eastern slopes 
the coastal range, but not the redwoods. This bird prefers dryer locality than the 
redwood belt. One was seen building nest May 21. 

Oporornis tolmiei. Tolmie Warbler. One pair these birds was seen June 
the San Antonio Creek basin. The birds were feeding some golden oaks hillside. 
probably unusual summer resident. 

Icteria virens longicauda. Long-tailed Chat. fairly common bird the willow 
thickets along the San Antonio Creek. Not noted the coast. 

Wilsonia pusilla chryseola. Golden Pileolated Warbler. Recorded Jenkins from 
the Little Sur River June. Noted our party only Jolon where several were seen 
the willows San Antonio Creek. 

Piranga ludoviciana. Western Tanager. This one the typical Transition zone 
species, and was noted the summit Santa Lucia Peak and throughout the yellow 
pine forests the coastal slopes. was fairly numerous and associated with the Audu- 
bon Warblers. pair was seen building nest May 31. 

Euphagus cyanocephalus. Brewer Blackbird. Noted the San Antonio Creek 
basin common species though not seen the coast. Jenkins mentions occur- 
ring few points along the coast. Noted winter the Sur River canyon Pem- 
berton and Anderson. 

Icterus bullocki. Bullock Oriole. fairly common bird the oak flats about the 
head the San Antonio Valley, where set eggs was taken May 18. Not seen 
the coast. 

Agelaius phoeniceus californicus. Bi-colored Red-wing. Seen the grain fields 
and along the stream the San Antonio Valley. 

Sturnella neglecta. Western Meadowlark. Common resident from Monterey south 
the Little Sur River where the forests begin. the San Antonio Creek valley was 
common June. Not found the forested part the region. 

Dolichonyx oryzivorus. Bobolink. Geo. Breninger reported Conpor, vol. 
page 93, the taking Bobolink near Monterey October 14, 1896. 


Spinus pinus pinus. Pine Siskin. Common bird coastal slopes both winter and 
summer. 


Astragalinus tristis salicamans. Willow Goldfinch. Noted the willows along the 
San Antonio Creek. 

Astragalinus psaltria hesperophilus. Green-backed Goldfinch. Noted commonly 
the San Antonio valley and rarely the coastal side. Jenkins found all along the 
coast. 

Astragalinus lawrencei. Lawrence Goldfinch. One bird seen the Upper San An- 
tonio Creek May 19. Probably uncommon bird. 

Carpodacus purpureus californicus. California Purple Finch. Noted the yellow 
pine forests the upper slopes along the coast. pair was seen building nest 
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May 31. winter common bird the Sur River country. Jenkins also 
noted the bird the Little Sur and among the pines the upper Big Creek June. 
Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. California Linnet. Noted all over the county, 
more numerous the San Antonio valley than the coast. 
strigatus. Western Lark Sparrow. Seen sparingly along 
the coast open hillsides and rather brushy places but not the forests. Eggs 
were taken May from nest the ground the foot yellow pine near the 
summit the head Big Creek. 
Aimophila ruficeps ruficeps. Rufous-crowned Sparrow. Noted only Jolon 
sage patch. Jenkins found common bird along the coast from Posts Mt. Mars. 
belli. Bell Sparrow. Noted dry hillsides the head San Antonio 
Creek, the slopes Santa Lucia Peak, and near Jolon, though not the coastal side 
excepting winter when was common bird the Sur River country. 
Junco oreganus pinosus. Point Pinos Junco. fairly common bird the pine 
forests both sides the coastal mountains. Young birds out the nest were seen 


May 23, and several sets eggs were taken later the season. Noted Grinnell 
and Jenkins common bird summer, and Pemberton and Anderson found num- 
erous bird the winter the Sur River district. 

Spizella passerina arizonae. Western Chipping Sparrow. Noted common bird 
the pine forests along the coast, and several sets eggs were taken. Jenkins also 
noted June the upper Big Creek. 

Spizella atrogularis. Black-chinned Sparrow. Taken near the top Santa Lucia 
Peak and not seen elsewhere. 

Zonotrichia leucophrys gambeli. Nuttall Sparrow. Noted very common bird 
near the coast, where stays the lower levels the lupines and low brush. 

Melospiza melodia santaecrucis. Santa Cruz Song Noted everywhere 
favorable localities: along San Antonio Creek, small spring the side Santa 
Lucia Peak elevation 3500 feet, and the mouths all the streams entering 

the ocean the coast side. 


Fig. 69. THE REDWOOD BELT CLOSE THE COAST; HOME TAWNY CREEPER, 
Coast JAY, AND MONTEREY HERMIT THRUSH 
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Pipilo maculatus falcifer. San Francisco Towhee. Noted the upper slopes 
Santa Lucia Peak and commonly all over the coastal slopes. common resident. 

Pipilo crissalis crissalis. California Brown Towhee. Rather common bird through- 
out the region both the Upper Sonoran and Transition zones. 

Passerina amoena. Bunting. Noted Jolon and the coastal slopes 
where was often seen the dryer brush patches. Jenkins speaks rather 
more common than observed be. 

Zamelodia melanocephala capitalis. Pacific Black-headed Grosbeak. Noted the 
upper slopes Santa Lucia Peak and the pine forests along the summit the coastal 
mountains the head Big Creek. Jenkins met commonly many localities. 

Passer domesticus. English Sparrow. common bird around the little town 
Jolon, though not noted away from settlements. 


The following list the winter visitors noted the winter trip Pember- 
ton and Anderson gives further idea the character the region. 

Sphyrapicus varius ruber daggetti. Red-breasted Sapsucker. 

Planesticus migratorius propinquus. Western Robin. 

Ixoreus naevius naevius. Varied Thrush. 

Regulus calendula grinnelli. Sitka Kinglet. 

Sialia currucoides. Mountain Bluebird. 

Anthus rubescens. American Pipit. 

Bombycilla cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing. 

Dendroica townsendi. Townsend Warbler. 

Sayornis sayus. Say Phoebe. 

Passerculus sandwichensis sandwichensis. Western Savannah Sparrow. 

Zonotrichia coronata. Golden-crowned Sparrow. 

Passerella iliaca iliaca. Fox-colored Sparrow. (See 50.) 

Passerella iliaca meruloides. Yakutat Fox Sparrow. 


San Francisco, June 1915. 


FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


Range the California Clapper reading recently Mr. Wells Cooke’s 
excellent bulletin the North American Rails (Bull. Dept. Agric. no. 128), 
attention was attracted the fact that the range the California Clapper Rail (Rallus 
obsoletus) given this bulletin was very much circumscribed and did not include the 
sloughs radiating from Monterey Bay. 

well known fact among working ornithologists this immediate section that 
Elkhorn Slough, Tembladero Slough, and other salt water marshes tributary Monterey 
Bay are regularly but rather sparingly inhabited these birds. They are constant 
residents the sectiors that they frequent. friend, Mr. Vrooman Santa 
Cruz, has set eggs taken few years ago his son near Elkhorn, Monterey County, 
small siding the line the Southern Pacific Railroad. Eggs have also been 
taken near the same place Mr. Thomas Hudson Watsonville. 

These records extend the range this Rail some eighty miles the south and, 
taken connection with the Humboldt records this bird given Mr. Tracy 
Storer the for March, 1915, give considerably wider range than would 
seem indicated Mr. Cooke’s Castroville, California. 


Bird-study Out-of-doors European Schools.—The Sacramento Chamber Com- 
merce City Planning Committee brought here, Dr. Hegemann, German City Planning 
Expert. suggested obtaining volunteer study European City Planning, including 
nature study methods. This citizen brought from Europe some interesting photographs. 
The one presented herewith (fig. 70) shows the Royal Hunting Lodge the Copenhagen 
Deer Park, with blind school students enjoying nature study outing. 

The report states that nature study field excursions Europe are far advance 
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America Europe behind playground work. Field trips are utilized many 
kinds school work. Switzerland, children are taught history the battlefields. 
Sempach, Morgarten, the struggle their ancestors against the Hapsburgs, are more 
than mere printed words. 

These outings are especially utilized nature study, acquainting the children 
with the wild life. Thus, the blind child can taught the bird songs even though 


cannot see the songster. With ears made more sensitive his affliction may, be- 
cause the very pathos his affliction, become wonderfully effective missionary for 
conservation. 


Holland the outdoor school excursion linked with the local museum existing 


Fig. 70. BLIND PUPILS ENJOYING NATURE-STUDY OUTING DEER 
PARK COPENHAGEN 


almost every village. children early life are banded into what 
America would Audubon Societies. They are systematically taught love, not 
destroy. 

Switzerland thoroughly organized and game plentiful that venison served 
regularly the Government dining cars. You may greeted the Swiss who hap- 
pens your table with: “You are guests our Government. give you some- 
thing unknown American diners, fresh venison. Because its youth, your country 
ought have more than older civilization like ours.” 

Europe’s secret seems the forming conservation habits while the child mind 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Southern Nokes this city has 
recently submitted for identification specimen the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
(Muscivora forficata) collected himself, with the added request that place record 
statement regarding the capture the bird. was taken June 26, 1915, the 
northern part Los Angeles County, the road Elizabeth Lake, point little 
the north Boquet Canyon. The bird, flitting from fence-post fence-post along 
the road, was first observed Mrs. Nokes something out the ordinary, and she 
pointed out her husband, who promptly secured it. The specimen, the flesh, was 
turned over Dr. Hornung, employed taxidermist this Museum, who made 
into study skin for Dr. Nokes, together with the rest the birds collected him 
that day. 

The flycatcher dissection proved male, though its small size, relatively 
short tail, and lack concealed red crown spot, has much the appearance female. 
Though adult was evidently not breeding bird. The plumage rather worn, though 
not excessively so. the top the head, between the eyes, partly healed injury, 
such wound might caused flight against telegraph wire some such ob- 
struction. 

The capture this individual adds new species the list California birds, but 
what sense this addition should made matter which opinions will probably 
differ. That can considered extension range, merely the wandering 
individual somewhat beyond the normal confines the species known present, and 
consequently occurrence the repetition which may confidently expected the 
future, seems matter some doubt. not regard the capture California 
this Scissor-tailed Flycatcher comparable the previously recorded instances 
such rarities the Eastern Kingbird, Eastern Phoebe, Oven-bird, Magnolia Warbler, 
and certain others. The occurrence individuals these several species, regards 
season capture, known range the forms, usual migration route, etc., may 
regarded, though certainly extraordinary, explicable the voluntary actions nor- 
mal, unconfined individuals the several species birds. This Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher, seems me, belongs rather the category “accidentals” which are 
regarded with some suspicion introductions directly due human agency, fortuitous 
intentional. 

not mean suggest this that necessarily escaped caged bird, for the 
species obviously not one endure captivity. Mr. Daggett has suggested one 
possible means that certainly seems worthy consideration, namely, 
accidental captivity within box car used transporting live stock. The swarms 
flies such place would afford attraction bird this species, and the distance 
between the place capture and the nearest point the known habitat the species 
not great but what the bird might easily survive the trip. This not put forward 
absolute explanation the happening, but merely one way which might 
have been brought about. The partly healed injury the head the bird certainly 
suggests some abnormality the occurrence.—H. Museum History, 
Science and Art, Los Angeles, California. 


Supposed New Records for Santa Cruz Island.—Through the courtesy our distin- 
guished fellow-member, Mr. Joseph Mailliard, and his friend, Mr. Arturo Caire, one the 
present owners Santa Cruz Island, was permitted spend nearly three weeks, viz., 
April 3rd 22nd, with son William, this enchanted spot. made camp Pris- 
oners Harbor and devoted ourselves chiefly study the endemic Jay, Aphelocoma 
insularis, which sixteen nests were found. Besides this found time make sev- 
eral excursions into the interior the island, and one the west end. horizon 
eighty species resulted, and these, fifteen appear not have been previously re- 
ported, viz.: 

Gavia immer. Loon. full-plumaged adult was sighted Prisoners Harbor 
the 14th and appeared several times thereafter near ranges. Four others were seen 
close inshore the south side the island April 19. There has been unusual 
number Loons, both senescent adults and non-breeding immatures, the Santa Bar- 
bara channel and its tributary lagoons during this past season. 


Gavia stellata. Red-throated Loon. single individual partial summer moult, 
first observed the 9th, was repeatedly seen Prisoners Harbor. 
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Colymbus auritus. Horned Grebe. pair these birds semi-breeding plumage 
haunted Prisoners Harbor throughout the interval our stay. Toward the last there 
were increasing signs mating interest. 

Chen hyperboreus hyperboreus. Lesser Snow Goose. Two winged birds are kept 
enclosure the main ranch. These were obtained about year ago, according 

Messrs. Revell and Luchelli, from flocks which numbered thousands. 

Larus argentatus. Herring Gull. Two birds were found associating with Westerns 
and Californias the West ranch April 13. 

Asyndesmus lewisi. Lewis Woodpecker. single bird haunted the roof old 
barn near the main ranch April was not again seen. 

Planesticus migratorius propinquus. Western Robin. Several Robins were seen 

group oak trees southeast the main ranch,—for the last time April 11. 

Ixoreus naevius naevius. Varied Thrush. single bird flushed the chaparral 
close range April and another was sighted the day 

Bombycilla cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing. flock about forty birds appeared 
the 11th near our camp, and they fed upon the berries the Christmas Holly, Hetero- 
meles arbutifolia, for week more thereafter. 

Vireosylva gilva swainsoni. Western Warbling Vireo. single male was heard 

singing the Valle Centrale Easter Sunday, April 

Dendroica nigrescens. Black-throated Gray Warbler. Two singing males just ar- 
rived from the south were picked little canyon near the Sul ranch the 19th. 


Xanthocephalus Blackbird. Mr. Luchelli has 
undated specimen, male, which took near the main ranch last year. 
Spinus pinus pinus. Pine Siskin. Several times encountered the Monterey pine 


belt, where probably breeds. 
Zonotrichia leucophrys nuttalli. Nuttall Sparrow. certain proportion crown 
sparrows seen the west end the island were the “small black” type, unmistakable 


ears, first, when the stridor this ancient vermin assaulted them from the peak 
warehouse roof Prisoners Harbor. The single bird, female, sighted early the 
morning the 18th, had, possibly, just arrived from the mainland shore miles distant. 
others were seen during our stay.— WILLIAM Dawson, Santa Barbara, California, 
July 30, 1915. 


Foe Johnson Grass.—On the afternoon July while busy digging out John- 
son grass along line fence, was startled unusual bird song, and looking 
beheld male Blue Grosbeak who sang between meals swayed the pendant 
ripening heads this obnoxious grass. This was the only bird any species that 

have observed feeding any considerable extent this altogether too abundant food 

supply. One would have thought see him work that he, too, had heard the order 

the horticultural commissioner. “By their fruits shall know them”, applies birds 

also, then the farmer certainly ought chalk down least one big round credit for 
the Blue Escondido, California. 


Fork-tailed Petrels Delayed Storm.—The heavy windstorm April and 
along the California coast caught many the northern birds migrating, and its effect 
delaying the northward movement was very evident. 

the evening April son Edmund, who attends school Monterey, brought 
Fork-tailed Petrel (Oceanodroma furcata) which was still alive. This bird had 
been procured from flock estimated about two hundred birds that was stranded 
along the beach between the Monterey wharf and the Del Monte bath house. The birds 
appeared lost and helpless the mile gale that was raging, and could fly only 
short distances, when they would again alight the beach. 

Additional evidence the effect the storm this species was found May 
when dead Fork-tailed Petrel was picked along the beach Moss near the center 
the semi-circle formed Monterey Bay, and several miles out the migrating route 
most pelagic species.—O. Castroville, California. 


The House Finch Again.—A further instance the Linnet (Carpodacus 


nuttalli. 
Passer domesticus. English Sparrow. Woe the day! could hardly believe 

frontalis) occupying the nest another bird was observed May last. 
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stub was found the.Santa Anita Canyon containing two old woodpecker 
holes some ten feet from the ground. The Linnets had originaily intended occupy 
the upper “flat”, but for some reason had abandoned and had moved below. The 
cavity was nearly filled with the nesting materials, the five eggs being but about one 
inch below the level the entrance; the latter was one and cne-half inches diameter. 
The excavation was eight inches deep and four SHEPARDSON, Los 
Angeles, California. 


Late Nesting the Townsend July 16, 1915, discovered nest 
the Townsend Solitaire townsendi) Bear Creek, Plumas County about 
two miles west the north end Gold Lake. The nest was built weed stems and 
was placed crevice rock along side small waterfall. was situated 
that overhanging and projecting rock sheltered all sides except one. Three eggs 
were the nest and July they were still unhatched. The sitting bird was flushed 
several times. She remained the near vicinity and each time was soon joined her 
mate. Neither bird made the slightest noise; nor was the male bird heard singing 
although our camp was only twenty yards from the nest. This appears the latest 
recorded nesting date for this species.—H. Bryant, Berkeley, California. 


Notable Occurrence Pacific Divers—On the 13th April, 1915, during the 
prevalence strong west wind Santa Cruz Island, came upon company 
least 200 Pacific Loons (Gavia pacifica) breasting the storm and fishing the outer 
surf just off bold cliff near the West ranch. Fully half the birds were spring plum- 
age, and they afforded magnificent spectacle, something the nature naval 
review, they rode bow the weather else submarined relays after smelt. 
The fleet divers turned watchful periscopes toward the skyline, and was obliged 
retire behind parapet grass before they would relax their Daw- 
son, Santa Barbara, California. 


Late Migration the Cedar Waxwing.—On June 20, 1914, brother, Silli- 
man Salinas, had occasion stay for the night Bradley, small town near the 
southern boundary Monterey County. While taking short walk after dinner his 
attention was attracted fourteen strange birds perched upon small cottonwood tree 
and the fences nearby. While not ornithologist brother fairly familiar with our 
local birds, yet could not name these. Upon being shown specimens about twenty 
birds, immediately picked out Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) being the 
same the birds seen Bradley. says that there can doubt their iden- 
tity. Judging from their actions they were migrants instead resident birds. have 
winter records for this bird this particular Castroville, 
California. 


Western Gull and Arctic Tern: Corrections Records.—Through fortunate acci- 
dent was recently able prevent the published repetition certain erroneous printed 
statements concerning the Western Gull (Larus occidentalis) and the Arctic Tern 
(Sterna paradisaea) southern California, and the incident suggested the desirability 
publishing corrections the mistaken records. 

Western Gull. list birds from the vicinity Los Angeles published some 
years ago myself 1900, 14) included this species occasionally 
common during the winter, statement which now satisfied was absolutely mis- 
take. The point which these observations were made some fifteen miles from the 
ocean. Along the nearby ocean. beaches Larus occidentalis probably the most abund- 
ant species gull; so, seeing gulls flying overhead frequently, and occasionally alight- 
ing, included this species matter course. specimen occidentalis was se- 
cured, the few gulls shot proving argentatus, and have never, that time 
since, had any evidence the occurrence occidentalis far from the sea. Larus 
delawarensis quite common inland southern California, all probability cali- 
fornicus also, and have frequently seen the Herring Gull (L. argentatus) the up- 
lands Los Angeles County sufficiently close range render identification certain, 
but have never observed occidentalis under such conditions. 
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may seem trivial matter make correction range involving matter 
only fifteen miles, species wide ranging the Western Gull, but the point 
that the bird evidently strictly maritime and littoral species, seldom never wan- 
dering far from the sea. own published statement seems the only definite 
one ascribing the bird inland point southern California, and have for years 
been satisfied its inaccuracy, seems advisable that correction made. 

Common Tern. Willett (Pacific Coast Avifauna, no. 1912, 16) has recorded 
the Artic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) from Los Angeles County the basis three spe- 
cimens collected Mr. Daggett (see 1903, 17) and one myself. 
Having recent occasion refer specimen found that was the Common Tern 
(Sterna hirundo), and labelled such. Just how the mistake arose, not know. 
Discovery this mistake induced examine Mr. Daggett’s three specimens, and 
these, too, are unmistakably Sterna hirundo. 

This removes species from our southern California list, for there other rec- 
ord paradisaea for this region. With little doubt, however, does occur, least 
occasionally, along our seacoast.—H. Museum History, Science and Art, 
Los Angeles, California. 


Bluebird Nesting Low Country.—Dr. Miller’s note the last Conpor anent 
the breeding the Western Bluebird (Sialia occidentalis) reminds two 
similar instances that noted this spring. April found uncompleted nest 
white oak near Arcadia, containing two fresh eggs. May pair had nest with 
three eggs willow tree the entrance Griffith Park near the Los Angeles River. 
have often noted the birds this vicinity during the breeding season. This species 
seems much more common lately near the city Los Angeles than former years.—D. 
Los Angeles, California. 


California Pine Grosbeak Mono County, and Other Notes.—While descending 
small branch valley Mammoth Pass, southern Mono County, California, July 31, 1914, 
flushed pair California Pine Grosbeaks (Pinicola enucleator californica) that was 
feeding the ground beside stream altitude about 9500 feet. The brightly 
colored male flew into pine tree, where shot him, but the female disappeared far 
the mountain side. August while armed only with light fly-rod, spent five 
minutes watching another male that was feeding the tender tips small spruce 
near me, at, should say, elevation 9000 feet. fay aware, this sub- 
species has never before been taken far south. 

While passing the dairy corral neighbor near Covina, Los Angeles County, April 
29, 1915, male Dwarf Cowbird (Molothrus ater obscurus) flew the fence within 
fifteen feet and remained several minutes before returning the ground farther 
away. the time had fetched gun, had disappeared. chance for observing 
him was too good for there have been mistake identity. 

placed two bales hay the shade large orange tree six weeks ago. Upon 
removing these June found that pair Valley Quail californica valli- 
cola) had taken possession them. The bales were one top the other and merely 
the shade the tree without any dense protection surrounding growth such 
these birds usually demand, but there was deep hollow formed the straw the top 
bale some four feet above the ground, and this were three fresh 

The White-tailed Kite leucurus) now rare our southland that 
seems advisable record one which saw June 1914, some two miles from Monte, 
Los Angeles County. was hunting grassy marsh all day and came quite close 
the bird several times, once near hundred yards. hunted diligently for nest 
young, but believe likely that this was merely lone individual. About week 
later van Rossem visited this spot and noted what was undoubtedly the same bird.— 


New Bird for the Pacific Slope Southern California.—Recently there came into 
possession Great Horned Owl that seemed much lighter coloration than the horned 
owls had seen from this locality. The bird was found dead the mouth San An- 
tonio Canyon, Los Angeles County, elevation about 2000 feet, January 10, 1915, 
Mr. Forbes this place. The bird was sent Mr. Grinnell for his opinion its 
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identification, and pronounced Bubo virginianus pallescens. quote: “The Owl 
consider Bubo virginianus pallescens, very similar specimens have 
here from the Colorado Desert.” make more certain Mr. Grinnell advised that 
send the bird Mr. Oberholser Washington. Mr. Oberholser writes: “It seems 
undoubtedly Bubo virginianus pallescens, though certainly from unexpected 
locality.” The bird now no. 692 coll. P.; unsexed, though probably female, 
because its large Pierce, Claremont, California. 


Limicoline Laggards Santa Barbara.—The old declaration, the exception proves 
the rule, will not, course, bear the test rigid logic; but unseasonable records have 
fascination for most quite out proportion their real value. The following 
records, taken chiefly Commander and Mrs. Parmenter Santa Barbara this 
past June, prove rules, but they serve establish presumption that laggards 
almost any species shorebirds may found stumbling along the wake the main 
host. Non-breeding birds not refuse altogether obey the migration impulse, but 
they may yield only partial obedience its behests, and they exhibit every degree 
failure the realization the high goal. Only two the species given below, the 
Sanderling and the Black-bellied Plover, rest solely own observation. For the 
rest are indebted Mr. and Mrs. Parmenter, both for painstaking research and -for 
permission publish. 

Recurvirostra americana. Avocet. One Patera, June 1915. 

Himantopus Black-necked Stilt. One the Estero, Santa Barbara, 
June 12. 

Ereunetes mauri. Western Sandpiper. One Patera, June one Sandy- 
land, June 

Calidris leucophaea. Sanderling. Twelve Sandyland, June 

Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit. Twoat Sandyland, June five June 

Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellowlegs. One Estero, B., June 

Catoptrophorus semipalmatus inornatus. Western Willet. One Patera, June 
one Sandyland, June one, June 25. 

Numenius americanus. Long-billed Curlew. Six Sandyland, June 

Numenius hudsonicus. Jack Curlew. Thirty Sandyland, June thirteen 
June eleven, June 25; one Goleta, June 30. 

Squatarola squatarola. Black-bellied Plover. Two birds winter plumage the 
mouth Romero Creek, June 

Oxyechus vociferus vociferus. Killdeer. Sparingly resident. 

Aegialitis nivosa. Snowy Plover. Resident Patera and Sandyland. 

Aphriza virgata. Surf-bird. Two mouth Romero Creek, June 

Arenaria melanocephala. Black Turnstone. One Romero, June 7.—WILLIAM 
Leon Dawson, Santa Barbara, California, July 30, 1915. 


Another Mexican Ground Dove for California, and Other small but 
select and excellently prepared collection mounted birds belonging friend, Mr. 
Ashley Walker Salinas, the following seem worthy record. 

Mexican Ground Dove (Chaemepelia passerina pallescens), picked dead from 
the lawn front farm house the Blanco district near here. This was the mid- 
dle June, 1913. 

Fulvous Tree-Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor), taken November, 1910, from salt 
pond near Graves, small siding the railroad just north Salinas. This makes the 
third record for Monterey County far aware. 

Black Tern (Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis), taken from nesting colony 
Merritt Lake near Castroville. 

Wood Duck sponsa), taken October 20, 1908, from the Tembledero Slough 
near Castroville. This bird becoming rare that this occurrence seems merit re- 
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NEWS 


The lateness the present issue due 
the necessity carrying the editorial 
functions proof-reading, etc., from the 
field. certain corner Mono County, 
California, the way very interesting 
ornithologically, some six days distant 
mail from San Jose, the same state, where 
THE Conpor printed. 


The National Association Fish and 
Game Commissioners met San Francisco 
early September, with several Cooper Club 
men interested game conservation taking 
prominent part. The educational method 
enforcing game-laws, policy recently adopt- 
the California Commission, was the 
theme the paper spoken the most 
important one the session. Much the 
success the convention was due the 
energetic efforts Mr. Ernest Schaeffle, 
Secretary the California Fish and Game 
Commission. 


The magazine Blue-bird, published Dr. 
Eugene Swope, Cincinnati, Ohio, run- 
ning series very creditable colored plates 
birds’ eggs, evidently reproduced from 
autochrome photographs. Further possibili- 
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ties this line are thereby suggested, 
that with perfecting methods, especially 
the speed autochrome plates, may 
expect before long color-photos living 
birds. 


noted page 212, the Cooper Club’s 
list Honorary members has been in- 
creased addition the name 
Henry Henshaw, now Chief the Bu- 
reau Biological Survey, and one time 
active field ornithologist many parts 
the west. will noted that the small 
number elections this class mem- 
bership denotes special distinction,—a sort 
emeritus recognition creditable work 
western ornithology earlier days when 
workers were few and the stimulus fel- 
lowship perhaps less evidence than now 


The Northern Division the Cooper 
Ornithological Club was addressed its Sep- 
tember meeting Berkeley Dr. William 
Hornaday, who spoke the question: 
“Shall increase our big game food- 
supply basis?” 


Ewen Cameron, well known for his 
many excellent articles Montana bird-life, 
died May 25, 1915, Pasadena, Califor- 
nia. Cameron was born Scotland, Decem- 
ber 19, 1854, and latterly carried the busi- 
ness cattle-ranching for many years 
the vicinity Marsh, Montana. While thus 
interested, all his spare time was devoted 
ornithology, which pursuit his wife aided 
through her successful work with the cam- 
era. Scores articles under the authorship 
“E. Cameron”, creditably describing 
different phases the bird-life Montana 
and Dakota, have appeared various maga- 
zines, notably The Ibis, The Auk, Recreation, 
Country Life, and Field (English). 


COMMUNICATIONS 


FAIR PLAY FOR THE COLLECTOR: 
OPEN LETTER 


Dr. Harold Bryant, 

Game Expert, Charge Education, Pub- 
licity and Research, State Fish and 
Game Commission, Berkeley, Califor- 
nia; 

dear Sir: 

with great pleasure that learn 
your advancement the service the Cal- 
ifornia Fish and Game Commission; and 
informed that your new duties will in- 
clude that issuing permits scientific 
collectors. You are congratulated 
upon these new honors, well deserved; 
and who collect congratulate ourselves 
upon having deal with man broad 
and well-balanced sympathies, well 
scientific training and field experience. 

Your working chief, Mr. Ernest Schaeffle, 
was good propose that offer you 
few suggestions regarding the execution 
these new duties; and you will receive 
good part, sure, from sincere well- 


— 
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wisher myself, little counsel regarding 
difficult task, well friendly plea 
behalf long-suffering and somewhat 
neglected race, viz., the scientific collectors. 
shall not presume speak all collect- 
ors, either. The collector birds, the “skin- 
man”, has legitimate aims and good 
speak for himself. All know that 
dead bird sings songs and lays eggs; 
whereas hen deprived her egg presently 
lays another and cackles merrily be- 
fore. belong that humble class which 
finds the collecting birds’ nests and 
eggs solace and inspiration elsewhere de- 
nied; and suppose may speak for the 
odlogical fraternity with some degree 
confidence. 

exercising the authority conferred upon 
you Section 637e our political code, 
you will wish adjudicate fairly between 
the paramount interests conservation and 
doubtless, wish deal frankly and liberally 
with the scientist order that may feel 
encouraged his pursuit knowledge, in- 
stead finding himself object suspi- 
cion, hindered and repressed. Lastly, you 
will wish impartial all your deal- 
ings, and place all collectors upon 
equal footing, becoming democ- 
racy. 

treat these matters reverse order, 
and speak equal dealing first: The lan- 
guage Section 637e gives you great dis- 
cretion what constitutes proper cre- 
dentials; but manifest that standard 
once adopted should apply impartially 
all applicants. would unlawful 
would unfair, for instance, permit 
one applicant collect without limit, while 
another the same age, but possessed 
less funds, supposed 
prominence, should restricted “two 
sets each non-game birds”. While the lan- 
guage the statute permissive saying 
that “certificates may granted”, ex- 
ceedingly doubtful whether any court would 
uphold you denying certificate any 
“properly accredited person” while you 
were issuing such others. If, however, 
should seem, for economic reasons, desir- 
able restrict the total number licenses 
situation which quite unlikely arise 
with the present trend events), would 
fair impose restrictions upon younger 
and presumably less serious collectors, upon 
stated terms equality for that 
would essential hardship, for in- 
stance, require boy twelve confine 
himself single set eggs each spe- 
cies per season. the time eighteen 
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will either have dropped his boyish fad, 
else have demonstrated his fitness col- 
lect without limit other than that imposed 
the general condition all licenses. 

Similarly, and with all due respect, 
seems that the Commision has 
right, either moral legal, restrict the 
collection the eggs game birds within 
limits narrower than that the total lawful 
kill sportsman for season. not 
shoot Valley Quail myself, but lawful 
claim upon the quail population any less 
than that sportsman brother who 
shoots his little twenty per diem? See, that 
gives him possible 610 one season, does 
not? Well, take couple sets 
twelve eggs each for 
(raise own place too). Upon 
what moral grounds shall reproved and 
brother commended? Moreover (and 
this important), eggs are replaceable the 
seme season; birds are not. 

This tender subject for discussion, 
know; but sure that our sportsman 
friends, those who practically have both the 
enactment and enforcement all game 
laws their hands, will want fair with 
us. Sport the open begets spirit 
fairness, does not? 

Truth tell, science needs especial en- 
couragement this time. “science” 
not, course, mean egg-collecting 
fad, mere instance the working 
the acquisitive instinct; but mean that 
knowledge and power, and that love the 
truth, which comes first-hand contact 
with nature out-of-doors, and attentive 
familiarity with her objects indoors. The 
aspirations and operations zoological 
science have suffered not little, late, 
ousies, and from the constrictions official 
red tape. This has begotten contemptuous 
disregard law the part those who 
have known better days, and avoidance 
this entire field effort the part 
the younger generation. Both these re- 
sults are deplorable; and may your 
happy task, your fairmindedness and 
sympathy and your prompt consideration 
all applications, bring about better 
understanding between lawfully constituted 
authority and scientific initiative. There 
sad lack such understanding today. Not 
half the collecting now being 
done America done under license; and 
the this fact the part 
the conscientious element among collectors 
themselves, together with knowledge 
the red-tape and picayune surveillance exer- 
cised over the most conscientious, has em- 
bittered the whole situation. example 


210 THE CONDOR 


may cite the fact that the writer ap- 
plying, late the season, for license 
collect the State Ohio the season 
1909, found that there was only one other 
application in. Yet anyone who knows the 
average situation the East, would wager 
there were thousand collectors, from 
schoolboys up, taking unlicensed toll the 
birds that very time. That very mod- 
est estimate, for gives only one collector 
for each 4700 population Ohio. That 
the situation may somewhat nearly the 
same California, leave your own 
imagination. 

Another obstacle complete under- 
standing between collectors and the Com- 
missioners, lies the ambiguity the 
phrase “scientific purposes”. has been 
assumed certain officials, entirely with- 
out warrant, that scientists 
money, that science merely pastime 
instead (occasionally and happily) 
profession. This bald 
the use money and 
that monetary consideration 
exchange the objects science 
unscientific and therefore unlawful, has 
brought the whole mechanism scientific 
exchange well scientific acquisition 
has plunged its participants into fogbank 
hypocrisies and deceits. The situation 
impossible. Why, even preachers, who dis- 
pense “free” gospel, must “live the 
“for the Scripture saith, thou 
shalt not muzzle the that treadeth out 
the The transfer scientific spe- 
cimen from one cabinet better one 
most distinct benefit science, both 
parties the transaction are scientists and 
know what they are handling. The “con- 
sideration” may have been return kind, 
cash, according the exigencies sci- 
entist number one. The transaction 
less scientific, for less “strictly scientific 
purposes”, scientist knowing what 
wants and approximately where get it, 
commissions party number one, who may 


for him, and pays him for his time for 
The thing done every day and 
done high places, and scientific its 
results. That these transactions sometimes 
take place under the frown the law 
under its (supposed) prohibition only evi- 
dence the wretched tangle into which 
have got ourselves. Now propose have 
this whole matter cleared up. least 
propose that see justice done, and not 
sit idly while all public museums and 
wealthy collectors buy what impecunious 
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are forbidden (by assumption 
and common report) sell. 

know that this, too, very tender sub- 
ject. know that the assumption aforesaid 
(worked finish here California) has 
had salutary influence restraining the 
operations unprincipled collectors (not 
scientists) who were out for the coin. These 
collectors, precisely because they were not 
scientists, have sold their wares “egg- 
hogs”, have made incorrect haphazard 
identifications, have handled faked data. 
The day the commercial collector hap- 
pily past; but did not evil that good 
might come? And has not Science, legiti- 
mate, simon-pure, high-minded Science, 
suffered immeasurable injury thereby? Ask 
any man who trying build im- 
portant collection. 

Now propose this: First, that 
Science removed from under the ban 
this official bluff and allowed pursue 
its legitimate course such ways 
deems fit. Second, that return for this 
release (which could surely enforced 
the thing came legal test), and 
condition its free concession, that the 
Fish and Game Commission, or, more expli- 
citly, your office, taken into fullest con- 
fidence all matters involving proposed 
exchange for cash consideration. Upon 
this basis you would allowed pass 
upon the wisdom such exchange ac- 
cordance with certain specified rules, and 
these rules would have mind the authen- 
ticity the material, the scientific stand- 
ing the parties concerned, and the just 
claims conservation. this way 
widow might able realize the odlog- 
ical collection which some ardent, but im- 
provident scientific husband has left her 
sole legacy; the Museum Vertebrate 
Zoology might able purchase some 
choice material from impecunious col- 
lector who these conditions alone could 
spare his prizes and himself with 
more; and the plain collector could afford 
back some honest swain who thinks 
has found gollapoose’s nest and must 
take day off during harvest get 
for you. These things are done every 
season, and opinion they are lawfully 
tle nicer the Commission knew all about 
it. 

considering the just limitation imposed 
the conservation interest upon the activ- 
ities the collector, beg remind you 
that the destructive effects egg-collecting 
have been enormously over-rated, and that 
nature’s recuperative powers have been wil- 
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fully underestimated. Save the vicinity 
the large cities and the case certain 
rare species, upon which hostile attention 
may focussed very reason their 
rarity, the economic status bird-life 
California would not visibly affected 
were there ten times the present number 
licensed collectors. thousand such col- 
lectors working diligently throughout the 
season would not exact toll upon bird-life 
one per centum great that now being 
sacrificed annyally the activities the 
California Jay. every collector killed ten 
Jays per season, his own activi- 


ties would more than compensated there- 


by. 

Moreover, Nature has already made lib- 
eral allowances for wasted effort repro- 
duction. again” the rule rather than 
the exception throughout this realm. once 
knew Western Bluebird (not 
own premises) which, attempting raise 
family where its presence was not wel- 
come, provided six successive nests six 
eggs each one season. This year noted 
two Blue Jays which built new nests and 
completed second sets five eggs each 
within thirteen days after being deprived 
their first clutches. Shrike under sim- 
ilar circumstances showed with nest 
five eggs the tenth day after being 
robbed. These facts are elicit 
tears from well-balanced natures. 

But there are unquestionably certain spe- 
cies birds whose existence threatened 
not alone wanton gunfire, but the col- 
lector. endeavoring protect such spe- 
cies the Commission has already adopted 
enlightened policy restriction. The speci- 
fic reservations made have been just ones, 
and all that remains enforce this 
policy rigorously. sorry say that 
collectors themselves have not always been 
ments. particular, happen know that 
the Golden Eagle being robbed unmerci- 
fully, and that there has been strong de- 
cline its numbers and attendant failure 
breed within recent years. Collectors are 
not solely fault, for every wastrel with 
gun assaults these splendid birds. Yet, 
the risk regrettable “red would 
exact from every party applying for re- 
issue the license affidavit that had 
not molested any the contraband species. 

When (if ever) certain these species 
had sufficiently recovered, would grant 
permission each collector take, per- 
son, one, and only one, set such species, 
order that his collection might com- 
plete. 
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like manner believe that there are 
many other species which require partial 
protection, and think that such restriction 
would decently observed, the collector 
were allowed take just one set such 
species. would respectfully recommend 
that the following species now placed 
such category. 

American Egret 

Snowy Egret 
White-faced Glossy Ibis 
Redhead 

Canada Goose 
California Black Rail 


Black Oystercatcher 
Least Tern 


conclusion, allow say just 
word defense egg-collecting itself. 
There is, course, use pulling long 
face about and trying cover the 
fun under smudge Latinity. The egg- 
collector out for good time, just the 
sportsman is, the camerist, the opera- 
glass naturalist (may his, her, tribe in- 
crease!). But because the pursuit cer- 
tain ends fascinating enjoyable 
itself, does not necessarily follow that 
those ends are frivolous. Even though 
grant that some egg-collectors have looked 
upon their trophies much they might 
upon many buttons marbles medals, 
still remains true that odlogy has been 
the wet-nurse ornithologists. Her stimu- 
lations, her youthful ardors, her ecstacies, 
her revelations, her hard-won trophies, have 
given such men Newton, Coues, Baird, 
Merriam, and Ridgway, all peers the 
realm Science; besides innumerable 
host honored names, Nelson, Bendire, 
Goss, Brewster, Fisher, Grinnell, Mailliard, 
Dresser, Rothschild, Sclater, Hume, See- 
bohm, Tristram,—to mention only few 
haphazard. These men fed birds’ eggs, 
and howsoever they may have turned 
other meat later years, they owe the 
very fashion their scientific manhood 
such youthful fare. That the younger ranks 
ornithology are deplorably thin pres- 
ent due, solemnly believe, large 
measure the diffusion deadly gas, 
compound misapprehension, intolerance, 
and suspicion, which has choked the ave- 
nues youth’s wholesome activities. 

Moreover, the real task only 
well begun. Extensive material has been 
assembled, but have only begun real- 
ize that the egg, measured its ex- 
ternal characters, have the most stable, 
conservative, element the interpreta- 
tion the ancestral history the bird. 
comparative have sharp, still 
almost unused, instrument attack the 
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dissecting out tangled phylogenetic rela- 
tionships. Indeed, scarcely too much 
say that all birds were destroyed, and 
had their eggs hand, could make 
passable reconstruction their phyloge- 
netic tree. Instead being school-boy’s 
fancy, science, well prepared 
archaeology ballistics. That you are 
position Science good turn, and 
that without prejudice any other human 
interest, firm conviction. congratu- 
late you, and congratulate Californian or- 
nithology. 
Cordially yours, 

Dawson. 

Santa Barbara, California, June 11, 


MINUTES COOPER CLUB MEETINGS 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 


regular meeting the South- 
ern Division was held the Museum His- 
tory, Science and Art, Thursday evening, 
June 24, 1915, with President Law the 
chair, and the following members present: 
Mrs. Husher, and Messrs. Brown, Chambers, 
Colburn, Daggett, Edwards, Hol- 
land, Howell, Rich, Swarth, Wood, and Wy- 
man. Visitors attendance were: Mrs. 
Law, Mrs. Wood, and Mr. Ralph Benton. 

The minutes the May meeting were 
read and approved. One new member was 
elected, Mr. Lusk, Winkelman, Ari- 
zona. New names presented were: Miss 
Nellie Moore, Long Beach, and Miss Laura 
Dodge, Long Beach, both proposed 
Daggett; Ralph Benton, Los Angeles, 
Lee Chambers; Lance Smith, Palo 
Alto, Joseph Mailliard; White, 
shaw, San Francisco, Grinnell; Mrs. 
Mary Van Ferguson, Berkeley, Mrs. 
James Allen. 

communication was read, received from 
the Secretary the Pacific Division, Ameri- 
Association for the Advancement 
Science, asking that two members the 
Cooper Club delegated representatives 
the Club upon the Affiliation Committee 
the Pacific Division. Mr. Law was se- 
lected act for the Southern Division, to- 
gether with whomever might chosen 
from the Northern Division. 

Mr. Colburn exhibited series photo- 
graphs taken recent trip the Coro- 
nado Islands, and Mr. Hegner showed pho- 
tographs birds and nests taken the 


XVII 


vicinity Los Angeles. Mr. Edwards 
outlined plan for placing signs relative 
bird protection the several camps and 
resorts.in the nearby mountains. exhib- 
ited sample signboard, and asked the Club 
for its support carrying out the project. 
The plan was strongly endorsed those 
present, and discussion followed the 
best way forwarding the work. Ad- 
journed.—H. Secretary. 


regular monthly meeting was 
held the Museum History, Science and 
Art, Thursday evening, July 29, 1915. Presi- 


dent Law was the chair, and the follow- 


ing members were present: Mrs. Husher, 
Mrs. Law, and Messrs. Brown, Colburn, Dag- 


gett, Holland, Nokes, Rich, Robertson, and 
Swarth. Mr. Wade Enoch was visitor. 

The minutes the June meeting were 
read and approved. New members were 
elected follows: Mrs. Mary Van Fer- 
Smith, Ralph Benton, Mrs. Law, Miss 
Laura Dodge, Miss Nellie Moore. 
New names presented for membership were: 
Moles, Claremont, pro- 
posed Taylor, and Wade Enoch, 
Tropico, California, proposed Lee 
Chambers. 

The following proposal for honorary mem- 
bership was then read, and favorably acted 
upon unanimous vote those present: 
To the Cooper Ornithological Club: 

We, the undersigned active members, pro- 
pose for honorary membership in the Cooper 
Ornithological Club, Mr. Henry W. Henshaw, 
Chief of the Bureau of Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. We believe that this 
recognition of Mr. Henshaw’s long service to 
ornithology is wholly merited. He is one of 
the oldest living pioneer ornithologists of the 
west. His field work, and publications based 
thereon, which appeared in the seventies, re- 
main standards of accurate accomplishment. 
Some of the areas explored by Mr. Hen- 
shaw have never been reported upon ornith- 
ologically since. Because of his identifica- 
tion with the development of western ornith- 
ology, and because of his continued activity, 
undiminished at the present time, we believe 
him to be a proper candidate for honorary 
membership. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) 
J. Grinnell, 
W. Lee Chambers, 
Frank S. Daggett, 
Harry S. Swarth. 
July 15, 1915. 

Dr. Nokes exhibited skin the Scissor- 
tailed Flycatcher recently collected him- 
self Los Angeles County. Some discus- 
sion followed possible ways for the 
bird have wandered such distance from 
Secretary. 


For Sale, Exchange and Want ‘this space members 
the Cooper Club are allowed one notice each issue free charge. 
Books and magazines can offered for sale exchange; bird skins and eggs can 


offered exchange, but not for sale. 


For this department address LEE 


Rock, Los Angeles County, California. 


clean numbers for any vol. Auk similar 
condition except vols. (1899) (1909) 


YOUR CARD PRINTED—50 cards nicely 
printed Old English Engravers’ Gothic, 
two-ply standard bristol board, for 
243 Franklin Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. 


WANTED—Complete sets Wilson Bul- 
letin and Ornithologist Oologist; also For- 
est and Stream before PHIL- 
Windyknob, Wenham, Mass. 


BOOK INFORMATION WANTED—Will 
each owner complete files the look 
first six volumes and see they are the 
ones which bear the autograph father, 
Bailey, the front page. you know 
the whereabouts these volumes com- 
Newport News, Virginia. 


WANTED—Copies any the follow- 
ing publications. Nidiologist, vol. no. 
Oct., 1893; Osprey, S., 1902, March, April 
and July; Oologist, May and December, 1897, 
April and September, 1899; Wilson Bull., no. 
1894.—B. Grosse Isle, Mich. 


WANT one copy each “The Blue 
Bird”, vol. nos. and published Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; edited Dr. Eugene Swope. 
Lee Eagle Rock, Los Ange- 
les County, California. 


FOR SALE EXCHANGE—Premo Cam- 
era, full outfit, 4x5, condition; collec- 
tions marine and fresh-water shells, 2000 
species, 5000 specimens; minerals, 275 
specimens; fossils, 250 specimens; 
glass mounts; 216 moths and butterflies; 
6-foot mounted alligator; large list 
curios; collection old French letters 
and parchments, dates 1427 1800, two 
signed Louis xv. Will sell any all 
above for cash, exchange for sets birds 
eggs, mounted birds, bird skins, Indian stone 
relics, books magazines.—H. 
Dizon, Calif. 


EXCHANGE—Will exchange sets from 
Europe and Africa for American sets.—J. 
Woop, 179 17th Street, Detroit, Mich. 


OVERFLOW list your duplicates want- 
follows: Random Notes Nat. Hist. 
uralist Oregon City] 
(Nov.-Dec., 1894). Field and Forest, 
volumes these: Amer. Osprey, Ky.; Bit- 
tern, Canisteo, Y.; Canadian Sportsman 
and Naturalist; Collectors Monthly; Forest 
and Field, Y.; Hawkeye O.; Hoosier 
Nat.; Hummer; Loon; Maine O.; Nat- 
uralist Tax.; Observer and Audubon 
Washington Ave., Brooklyn, 


FOR best cash offer where 
the price not indicated: The Auk—Vols. 
unused copies—$12.00 for vols.; also vols. 
issued. 

The Osprey—Vol. except Nos. 
bound; Vol. bound cloth. 

American Ornithology—Vol. No. 
Vol. No. inclusive, original covers. 

Bird-Lore—Can still furnish full set 
any volume number issued. Make offer 
for any you want. 

Ornithologist Oologist—Vols. 10, 11, 12. 

The Warbler—Vol. (1903) and (1904). 

Have many back numbers Oologist, 
Nidologist, Birds Nature, and Audubon 
Magazine. 

Bendire’s Life Histories North Amer- 
ican Birds, Vols. and original cloth, 
fine condition, with many pages still un- 
opened, $15.00. 

Birds Through Opera Glass, 50c. 

Rural Bird Life England, Dixon, 50c. 

Chapman’s Bird Life—new, $1.75. 

Wild Wings—Job, new, $2.00. 

Report Birds Pennsylvania, Warren, 
new, with 100 colored plates, $4.00. 

Enemies Poultry, Warren—new, full 
gilt, $4.00. 

Warblers North America, new, $2.25. 
Swirt, Stockport, Ohio. 


No. 
Distributional List the Birds California 


JOSEPH GRINNELL 
[About 225 pages and maps] Now Press 


up-to-date, authoritative bird-list which should 
hands every active bird student the western United States. gives 
geographical ranges, with exact citations, and will the basis for all 
further distributional studies. 

The Cooper Club has strained its resources the limit publish this 
latest number its Avifauna series. The management urges quick re- 


sponse, that large advance sale will help meet this unusual expense. 
Each member should insure receipt his copy soon off the 
press, about October 21st. 

Members the may take the regular Club discount (50%) 


which applies all Avifaunas. 


Price, prepaid, $3.00 


LEE CHAMBERS, Business Manager 
Eagle Rock, Los Angeles Co., Calif. 


For June 


The contains fully illustrated article 


“Bird Photography for Women” 
Miss Turner, F.Z.S., the 


leading woman student birds 


one the oldest publi- witha camera England, and also 


cations the UnitedStates Robert Ridgway’s important ar- 
devoted these. ticle the changes which have 
now its thirty-second occurred the bird-life south- 
year. interested, ern Illinois during the past half 


century. 


cents copy; $1.00 year. 
volume Bird-Lore contains 
600 pages and colored plates. 


The Oologist, APPLETON Co. 


Lacon, West 32d St., New York City 


subscribe now. Only 
Fifty Cents per year. 


